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GATT Chief on Need To Conclude Uruguay 
Round By 15 Dec 


LD3108135993 Hamburg DPA in German 1240 GMT 
31 Aug 93 


[Excerpts] Geneva (DPA)}—Peter Sutherland, director 
general of GATT, has set 15 December as the date for the 
end of the so-called Uruguay round aimed at a compre- 
hensive liberalization of world trade. [passage omitted] 


In a speech to the Federal Association of German 
Industry (BDI) in Cologne this evening, Sutherland 
called on industrialists and politicians to actively sup- 
port a successful conclusion of the Uruguay round. “You 
hold in your hands the key to new investment and more 
jobs and trade as well as to less economic and political 
tension and uncertainty,” he said according to a text of 
his speech circulated in advance. 


If it is impossible to conclude the round in December, this 
will have unimaginable economic and political conse- 
quences. The Uruguay round will for a long time be the only 
chance of a really comprehensive and world-wide trade 
agreement. Regional agreements cannot be a substitute. 


French Trade Minister Says Dec Deadline 
‘Possible’ 


AU3108204393 Paris AFP in English 2018 GMT 
31 Aug 93 


[Text] Paris, Aug 31 (AFP)}—French Foreign Trade 
Minister Gerard Longuet said here Tuesday [31 August] 
that the December 15 deadline for the conclusion of the 
Uruguay Round of talks on world trade reform was “not 
an impossible one.” 


He said: “We could finish the Uruguay Round of talks by 
that date.” 


Longuet’s remarks came after Peter Sutherland, director 
general of the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs 
(GATT), warned earlier Tuesday in Geneva that the Uru- 
guay Round which has been dragging on for nearly seven 
years will wind up on December 15 “for good or bad.” 


Sutherland firmly ruled out any extension of the dead- 
line, saying he hoped to have a basic agreement fleshed 
out by then and ready for signature by the GATT's 116 
participating countries in April. 


But the deadline has been placed in doubt by France's 
continuing opposition to the extent of farm subsidy cuts 
in last November's U.S.-E.C. “Blair House” deal. 


A dispute has been brewing following a remark from 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl last week that Ger- 
many shared the French concerns over the deal. It 
sparked an angry reaction from Washington, and a row 
within Germany's governing coalition. 


But although Longuet said Tuesday evening that he recog- 
nised December 15 was a fixed deadline for the United 
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States, he maintained that if it proved an obstacle for the 
European Community it could be negotiated. 


Longuet will present French demands for renegotiating 
the controversial deal with the United States in Brussels 
next week, an EC spokesman said earlier Tuesday. 


Longuet will meet with EC Foreign Trade Commissioner 
Leon Brittan, a strong supporter of the outline agreement 
which essentially provides for a 21 percent reduction in 
agricultural export subsidies. 


U.S. sources in Brussels said that Washington would not 
tolerate the European attempt to scale back subsidy cuts. 


Meanwhile some 3,500 farmers demonstrated in Bor- 
deaux, southwest France, against American maize 
exports and against the GATT talks. 


The demonstrators, mainly maize producers, repre- 
sented three farmers organisations, and brandished 
maize plants and placards bearing anti-Gatt slogans. 


President of the General Association of Maize Producers 
Marcel Cazale said: ““We must not give in to the United 
States. We have to reject the Blair House agreement.” 


Elsewhere Belgian Foreign Minister Willy Claes, whose 
country currently holds the EC's rotating presidency, 
said he was determined to find a solution to the problem. 


He made his comments on his return to Brussels from 
Paris where he held talks with French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur and Foreign Minister Alain Juppe. 


“We must do whatever is necessary to get out of this 
(situation),” said Claes. 


Claes: No ‘Fundamental Renegotiation at This 
Stage’ of GATT 
BRO109105893 Brussels LE SOIR in French | Sep 93 p 6 


[Article by Andre Riche: “Renewed Start of Belgian 
Presidency—Willy Claes Tours the Twelve To Shake 
Europe out of Depression” ] 


[Excerpts] Here we go again. Upon returning from Paris 
and Bonn yesterday afternoon, [Belgian Foreign Min- 
ister] Willy Claes sketched out the tricky path that lies 
ahead for the Community and the Belgian EC preside ‘cy 
over the next few weeks. Following a summer break that 
proved disastrous for the plans concerning European 
monetary union, Belgium will have its work cut out to 
restore a constructive climate. 


Willy Claes spoke in Melsbroek after returning from a 
flying visit to meet with France's Alain Juppe and 
Edouard Balladur and his German counterpart Klaus 
Kinkel. On Thursday he will meet with his British 
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counterpart Douglas Hurd in London, and Monday he 
will receive his Spanish colleague Javier Solana. 


In Bonn Willy Claes was virtually assured that German 
ratification of the Maastricht treaty would not be endan- 
gered by the still pending legal review being deliberated 
by the Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe. The German 
Government seems convinced that the court will rule 
that the Maastricht treaty 1s compatible with the 
German constitution. This would mean that the final 
hurdle to full ratification would be overcome by the end 
of September. The Belgian presidency could then start 
implementing the much-vaunted Treaty of European 
Union, albeit 10 months late. In order to mark this 
achievement, it seems increasingly likely that an extraor- 
dinary European summit will be convened in Brussels at 
the end of October. The subject of this summit still 
remains to be decided. 


The schdule laid down at the Maastricht summit for 
achieving monetary union still applies, despite this sum- 
mer’s currency crisis. So the October summit should 
make the decisions required to move on to the second 
phase of monetary union, planned for January 1994. 
Above all, the summit will have to decide the seat of the 
European Monetary Institute, which will foreshadow the 
future European Central Bank as from next year. “It will 
be difficult to resolve this question if we do not reach 
global agreement on all the institutional seats that 
remain to be decided,” said Willy Claes yesterday. The 
main seats in question, among others, are those of the 
European Environmental Agency, of Europol, the Patent 
Office, and the Drug Agency. In other words, a dozen 
controversial issues on which the Portuguese presidency 
had come a cropper in June 1992. Now it 1s Belgium's 
turn: “We are working on it, but out of the public eye,” 
said Willy Claes, cautious as ever. 


On the other hand, our minister was less guarded in 
raising the issue of institutional reforms that will be 
necessary in the light of the enlargement of the Commu- 
nity. According to him, the four countries currently 
negotiating their membership to the EC—Norway, 
Sweden, Finland, and Austria—will not really be able to 
conclude their negotiations without knowing how many 
members of the European Parliament or Commissioners 
they will be entitled to have, or how many votes within 
the European Council. Said Willy Claes, vaguely raising 
the problems of rotating presidencies and the role of 
smaller countries in the enlarged Community: “Belgium 
will not take the initiative of placing this institutional 
question on the agenda of the summit, but if our partners 
ask for it to be included, then... During our presidency 
we are bound by the conclusions of the Lisbon and 
Copenhagen summits.” The former indicated that this 
enlargement could be achieved without institutional 
reform, the latter that the negotiations on enlargement 
had to be concluded by the end of this year. However, by 
proposing to launch debates on the procedures and the 
calendar for future institutional reforms, even after 
enlargement, since the end of the summer recess Willy 
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Claes has taken the risk of ruffling some feathers in 
London and Copenhagen, which are particularly hostile 
to the idea. 


Putting an End to Uruguay Round 


Although the Maastricht treaty 1s 10 months behind the 
originally intended schedule, the conclusion of the Uru- 
guay Round, which was sought in vain in Brussels in 
Decernber 1990, will come about three years late. On 
condition that the Europeans can agree among them- 
selves and with the United States on the agricultural 
issue. [passage omitted] 


President-in-office of the EC's Council of Munusters 
Willy Claes clearly realizes the challenge that he will 
have to meet at the crucial meeting of the Twelve on 20 
September: “The problem will be to reach an agreement 
among the Twelve without signing away the chances of 
doing so with all of our other partners. We have an 
opportunity to start off again on a good foo. ing.” he 
added yesterday upon returning from a double visit to 
Paris and Bonn. “We have no right to accept the scenano 
of a ‘clash. 


Willy Claes claimed that in Bonn he had not felt any 
resistance to the idea of potential renewed discussion on 
the preliminary agreement on agriculture concluded in 
November 1992 between the European Commission and 
Washington. In Parts, Edouard Balladur presented Claes 
with a document, which 1s still confidential, setting out 
the French criticisms of the preliminary agreement 
Keen to avoid any blunders, Willy Claes found an 
irreproachable way of expressing himself: “We cannot 
rule out the possibility of gathering around the table 
again in order to tind what might prove to be a clearer 
interpretation Cf one point or another, but I believe that 
it would be premature to speak of any fundamental 
renegotiation at this stage.” A diplomatic way of putting 
it, if not an entirely enlightening one. 


Belgium's Claes: ‘No Objection’ to Trade 
Renegotiation 

AU3108112693 Paris AFP in Enelish 1107 GM 
31 Aug 93 


[Text] Paris, Aug 31 (AFP)—Belgian foreign minister 
Willy Clae« sand Tuesday [31 August] that his country 
has no objection in principle to a “certain renegotiation” 
of the Blair House agreement on farm trade. 


Speaking in Paris after a meeting with French prime 
minister Edouard Balladur, Claes, whose country 1s the 
current president of the European Community, was 
referring to the U.S.-EC agreement reached in Wash- 
ington last November in connection with long-running 
world trade negotiations under the auspices of the Gen- 
eral Agreement on Tarifis and Trade (GATT). 


It provides for some limits on farm crops, caports and 
subsidies, but has been strongly opposed by France and 
French farmers. 
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While saying there might be a “certain renegotiation” of 
the Blair House accord, Claes also insisted on the neces- 
sity of reaching “a GATT agreement at any price” in the 
long-stalled trade talks aimed at expanding and liberal- 
izing world trade. 


He noted that “Without trying to downplay the impor- 
tance of agriculture, there are 14 other very important 
sectors (in the trade talks), especially in a period of 
depressed economic performance such as we are now 
experiencing”. 

The Belgian minister, who is also to visit Bonn on a tour 
of European capitals, said that Balladur had given him 
the “still confidential” French memorandum containing 
a list of proposals for modifying the Blair House agree- 
ment, as well as the French suggestions on how to 
organize world trade. 


He said he was now concentrating on making prepara- 
tions for a special meeting of EC foreign and farm 
ministers in Brussels on September 20 that will discuss 
the trade talks. “The purpose is to come out with the 
required consensus”, he said. 


UNHCR's Ogata Reproaches Europe for Human 
Rights Policy 

AU3108121093 Paris AFP in English 1202 GMT 

31 Aug 93 


[Text] Geneva, Aug 31 (AFP}—The UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees said Tuesday (3! August] that coun- 
tries born from wars in which atrocities occured should 
not expect to be internationally recognised and she 
reproached European governments for wanting to limit 
the right of asylum. 


Sadako Ogata, speaking on the second day of a confer- 
ence on the protection of war victims organised by the 
Swiss government and the International Commitice of 
the Red Cross (?CRC), said that “aspirants to modern 
statehood cannoi expect international recognition while 
flouting the minimum norms on which the law of war is 
based.” 


“How can a people or its leadership seek admission to 
the community of civilized nations if its practices are 
nothing but a display of barbarity? The quest of national 
identity is not compatible with the exercise of unbound 
hatred and mass felony,” she said. 


Ogata said that “we have passed the threshold of what ts 
tolerable .n modern warfare, espcially as regards the 
treatment of civilian populations” in Bosnia, Central 
Asia, the Caucasus, Somalia and elsewhere in Africa 


With regard especially to Bosnia she demanded that 
“essential principles such as unimpeded access to and 
international humantarian presence among the affected 
populations,” should be respected together with the 
respect of emblems and the security of all staff. 
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But she also said that “those states that are tempted to 
curb the right of asylum should carefully consider the 
pervasive and unscrupuious nature of military conflict 
today... norms that took centuries to mature and become 
codified must not be weakened... at 3 time when Europe 
is Once again the scene of conflict, the need for protecting 
refugees and other victims of war have never been 
greater.” 


Meanwhile, a spokesman for UNHCR said that none of 
its aid convoys had managed to get into Bosnia for two 
weeks but added that two were due to arrive Tuesday in 
Gorazde and Bihac. 


He added that 10 to 15 senously injured people would 
soon be evacuated from the Bosnian capital Sarajevo 
bound for Canada, Finland “and perhaps Saud: Arabia.” 


German, Norwegian Ministers Support NATO's 
Expansion 


LD3108121993 Hambure DPA in German 1109 GM1 
3] Aug 93 


[Text] Oslo (DPA)}—Federal Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe and his Norwegian counterpart Jorgen Kosmo 
have spoken out in favor of paving the way for several 
states of the former Warsaw Pact to join NATO. Poland, 
Hungary, and the Czech and Slovak republics should be 
given the prospects 07 joining the Atlantic defense alli- 
ance in the long-term and thus finding political stability, 
the two ministers said in Oslo today 


The conference of the NATO defense ministers sched- 
uled for January could be a first step with regard to this, 
Ruche told DPA. The defense minister was not prepared 
to comment on the timescale for the four countries 
possible entry into NATO. However, it 1s conceivable 
that their membership of the alliance could happen 
before they become full members of the EC 


Ruche, who 1s in Norway on a two-day visit and who has 
also met with Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland, 
agreed to a strengthening of ties between the Scandina- 
vian country and the FRG. The German Government 
will make particular efforts with regard to Norway's 
membership of the EC and at the sam. time will care- 
fully observe political developments in Russia with a 
view to Norway's security. 


Ruche emphasized Norway's contribution to worldwide 
UN blue helmet missions. Germany could learn much 
from the decades of experience of the Scandinavian 
countries and in this respect is a “yunror partner.” 


Today the minister visited a traming center for the 
Norwegian army, where 250 soldiers are preparing for 
their UN mission in Bosnia. According to Ruche's 
counterpart Kosmo, the Norwegians are planning an 
international UN training center in which Germany will 
also be able to play a part 
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More Than 7,000 Troops May Be Sent To Police 
Bosnia Peace 


LD3108132093 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1308 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[By PRESS ASSOCIATION defense correspondent 
Charles Miller’ 


[Text] Britain is drawing up plans to send a powerful 
Army brigade of more than 7,000 troops to Bosnia if a 
peace agreement ts signed, it emerged today. As Bosnia’s 
warring factions resumed talks in Geneva after an | 1-day 
break, focus centred on the size of the international force 
required to police a peace accord. 


EC peace negotiator Lord Owen received assurances that 
the United States and Nato were willing to commit more 
troops. And Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev 
told United Nations Secretary-General Dr Butros 
Butros-Ghali that his country would find more troops. 


The Nato force would be based on the Rapid Reaction 
Corps under the command of Lieutenant General Sir 
Jeremy MacKenzie with a headquarters staffed prima- 
rily by British officers. The British general would report 
to the Nato Balkans commander U.S. Admiral Mike 
Boorda, based in Naples as commander-in-chief allied 
forces southern Europe. But although Nato would run 
the military operation, it would ultimately come under 
the umbrella of the UN. The plan 1s an adjusted version 
of proposals earlier this year to help implement the 
now-defunct Vance-Owen peace plan. 


The Government is acutely aware that failure to take 
part in the operation because of the impact of defence 
cuts, would threaten Britain's permanent position on the 
Security Council and its command of the Rapid Reac- 
tion Corps. It would also undermine the Government's 
weakened relations with the White House. For President 
Clinton 1as made it plain he expects Europe to play the 
mayor role in helping to resolve the Bosnia crisis 


It is understood the Army would be able to sustain a 
reinforced brigade for up to a year before it imposed an 
impossible strain on other commitments. Pressure to con- 
tinue the deployment for longer would force the Govern. 
ment to review its controversial cuts in Army battalions 


Ministers have been at pains to stress constantly that 
Br ‘ain will not commit troops to an open-ended peace- 
keeping operation in Bosnia. They believe it 1s time 
other nations realise they cannot assume that countries 
like Britain who tuake the initial contrsbutson of forces 
will deploy their troops for as long as 1s required 


Libya Agrees ‘in Principle’ to Invest in Scottish Mine 


LD3108141493 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1351 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[By Joe Quinn, PRESS ASSOCIATION] 
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[Text] Libya has agreed “in principle” to invest up to 5 
million pounds sterling in a cash-strapped Scottish pit 
run by redundant miners, ex-MP [member of Parlia- 
ment} Ron Brown said today. 


Mr Brown, who was involved in talks between the Libyans 
and representatives of the Monktonhall pit, Lothian, 
defended the miners’ approach and said: “Libyan money ts 
as good as any money coming into Britain.” 


Libyan investment in a British pit would not come 
within the scope of United Nations sanctions imposed 
on the country for terrorism, he said, and added that 
Libya already had big British investments. 


But the financial advisers to the pit, merchant bankers 
Quayle Munro, called it “somewhat ill-conceived”. 


“It 1s to be hoped that such action will not undo all the 
work that 1s being done elsewhere on the miners’ behalf,” 
the bankers said. 


“OL (as received] recognise that suitable funding 1s 
necessary from an appropriate source, but the business 
(of the pit) also depends crucially on the goodwill of 
government, of British Coal, of power generators and of 
other customers.” 


The Libyan organisation involved in mecting Mr Brown 
and a representative of the pit was the body responsible 
for handling the country’s overseas investments 


The mectings took place last week im Geneva and 
Tunisia, said Mr Brown, the former Labour MP for 
Edinburgh Leith, who lost his seat at the general election 


In a separate development, Libya 1s also interested in 
British compamies tendering for the country’s railway 
modernisation, Mr Brown sand 


Consuliants in Scotland are studying the Libyans’ rail 
network requirements in detail, to see if British compa- 
nies could benefit 


Mr Brown said Libya was willing “in principle” to invest 
in the Monktonhall colliery, near Edinburgh, and was 
studying its commercial viability 


The colhery, once the jewel in the crown of the Scottish 
mining industry, was moth dalled by British Coal in 1987 


Redundant miners cach put 10,000 pounds sterling of 
their pay-off moncy on the line, persuaded banks to jo.) 
them and won an operating licence. But the pit has not 
broken even and 1s in need of new funds 


Managers at the pit today declined to comment on their 
approach to Libya but Mr Brown said: “People are going 
over the top about this. It 1s an offer, and it has not yet 
been confirmed 


“There 1s nothing illegal in what the mineworkers are 
doing. It's a straight commercial operation.” 


He added: “You have to give the mineworkers full marks for 
their endeavour in trying to save their enterprise,” he said 


“And it 1s also an indictment of the capitalist system that 
they need to go to the Middle East to survive.” 








FBIS-WEUL-93-168 
1 September 1993 


Politicians Hail Israel's ‘Brave Step,” Arafat's 
‘Courage’ 

LD3108151193 Hamburg DPA in German 1346 GMT 
31 Aug 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—In the view of Federal Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel the Israeli offer of limited 
autonomy for the Palestinians 1s “a brave step”, which 
now has to be shaped in such a way that a consensus can 
be achieved “on both sides.” There are reasonable pros- 
pects of further progress being made at the eleventh 
round of negotiations, which will begin in Washington 
today, Kinkel said in Bonn today. Any agreement will 
require international financial assistance. 


Karsten Voigt, foreign policy spokesman of the Social 
Democratic Party Bundestag group, aiso praised the 
courage of the Israeli leadership, “but also the courage of 
“Arafat,” to assert himself in the face of considerable 
resistance. Permanent successes can only be achieved 
gradually. 


Kinkel, Belgian Counterpart Discuss European 
Economy 


LD3108151593 Hamburg DPA in German 1333 GMT 
31 Aug 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—Belgium agrees with Germany 
that the economic convergence and stability of EC 
members 1s more important than the stipulated sched- 
ules for the coming into force of European monetary 
union. This became clear in Bonn today during 4 
meeting between Belgian Foreign Minister Willy Claes, 
the present chairman of the EC Council of Foreign 
Ministers, and his German counterpart Klaus Kinkel 
The talks dealt with preparations for the “jumbo” 
council meeting in Brussels on 20 September at which 
the Community's foreign and agriculture ministers will 
try to find a compromise in the dispute with the United 
States over the agricultural sector in the worid trade 
agreement (GATT). 


Claes told journalists that he 1s sure that a compromise 
will be found “in this very delicate problem.” Kis kel 
warned against undoing the »ackage in the so-calk 4 
Blair House Agreement. The agreement was supposed to 
settle the dispute Fut 1s reyected by the French. 


The Belgian minister arrived in Bonn today directly 
from Paris. 


Kinkel wili continue the latest series of foreign minister 
consultations, which is essentially about overcoming 
French opposition to GATT, tomorrow when he mects 
with his British counterpart, Douglas Hurd, in Nurem- 
berg. [passage omitted] 
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Commentary Views Delors’ ‘Camouflaged Attack’ 
on GATT 

AU3108203593 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 31 Aug 93 p i9 


[Winfried Muenster commentary: “Camoutlaged Attack 
on GATT” ] 


[Text] According to the example of the New York UN 
body, EC President Jacques Delors 1s proposing to 
establish an “Econom +c World Security Council” that 
would make “political recommendations and deal with 
imbalances in the world economy.” The French socialist 
substantiated his suggestion with the failure of the world 
economic summit, which—he was probably not aware of 
the irony—his compatnot, former President Giscard 
d’Estaing, had brought into being with the same good 
hopes in 1975. Of course, Europe's highest ranking 
employee knows that his economic United Nations 
would be rather less successful than the G-7 summit. But 
effectiveness 1s not of importance to him. His proposal 1s 
by no means the eccentric idea of a loner, but a cleverly 
camouflaged attack—*vhich the French head of govern- 
ment, Edouard Balladur, 1s watching with pleasure—on 
the free trade system of GATT 


France has never ,ot to like the international rules in 
favor of worldwide competition and open markets 
Instead, its economic policy 1s deeply rooted in the 
tradition of “planification,” the sovereign division of 
markets at the conference table. It 1s on line with this 
tradition of dividing the world market into trade blocks 
that do not compete on the markets, but come to 
agreements like cartels. However, in the previous GATT 
rounds the French were on their own and therefore too 
weak to assert themselves against the economic liber- 
alism of the English-speaking world, particularly the 
United States. After the start of t.c single market, the 
cards will be reshuffled. Those who tather the majority 
of the member states of the single market behind them- 
selves will have the greatest economic policy power 


How do the French have to proceed” They present an 
attractive and plausible proposal. With the agreement in 
the Brussels Council of Ministers, they will ummediately 
be in charge. The proposal necessanly contains the 
establishment of a new international decisionmaking 
forum where Great Britain, Germany, and the other EC 
partners no longer—as in all previous instances—have a 
scat and a vote, but only the EC—with France as the 
mentor. Irrespective of whether such a world economic 
council 1s successful, GATT would be dodged 


France 1s already using the EC to struggle against GATT 
Delors has now attacked its flank. But the ranks on the 
single marke? are not yet closed. The Ciermans are 
missing. France will not manage without them 











Second Corps Disbanded as Part of French Forces 
Reduction 


LD3108 10-893 Hambure DPA in German 0948 GMT 
31 Aug 93 


[Text] Baden-Baden (DPA)—The Second Army Corps 
based in Baden-Baden has been disbanded in the course 
of the restructuring of Frencia forces in Germany. Sev- 
enty units with 1,500 troops took part in today’s cere- 
mony. Chief of Staff of the German Army Helge Hansen 
was among the guests of honor. 


Members of the Second Corps will be integrated into the 
remaining French divisions in Germany. The First 
French Tank Division, which belonged to the Second 
Corps until 31 August, the Franco-German Brigade and. 
until the summer of 1994, French forces in Berlin will 
remain in Germany. The French forces’ headquarters 
will remain in Baden-Baden. 


Over the past three years the total number of French 
servicemen and women with their families has fallen 
from 80,000 to 37,000. From | September only 23,640 
French servicemen and women will remain in Germany 


Franco-German Tension Seen Affecting EC 


AU3108115493 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
30 Aug 93 pp 134-136 


[Unattnbuted report: “The EC Is Living Dangerously”] 


[Text] The guest was already on his way home last 
Thursday [26 August] when Heimut Koh! once again 
went over the meeting with Edouard Balladur with his 
closest associates. The aides in the chancellor's office 
saw a casual and cheerful boss. 


The group was in agreement regarding their purposeful 
optimism: This was the “best meeting” so far with the 
new French prime minister. “Balladur had finally 
melted,” one of Kohl's confidants believed he had 
observed. 


The visitor from Paris even joked about the complicated 
conditions at home. where he must rule in difficult cohab- 
itation with socialist President Francors Mitterrand. 


Of course, Germany and France are two countnes with 
similar problems and “sometimes certainly different 
interests,” Helmut Kohl explained. Despite all the diffi- 
culties, however, 1t will always be possible to argue with 
the government in Paris long enough to arrive at a 
common standpoint—something that 1s certainly not a 
matter of course regarding other European partners 


“Things have not become easier with them.” the people 
in Bonn agreed, but the chancellor summarized: “The 
Bonn-Paris axis is solid.” 


Is it? The course of the Franco-German week—the 
agriculture and foreign minister had previously met in 
Paris and Dresden for emergency mectings—was 
watched closely all over the EC. Because without the 
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close German-French partnership “there 1s no Europe. It 
5 Europe.” a representative of the Paris Foreign Min- 
istry said. 


A quarrel between the heirs of Charlies de Gaulles and 
Konrad Adenauer would plunge the EC into the most 
serious crisis since the Treaties of Rome and would 
destroy all visions of Political Union, as envisaged by the 
Maastricht treaty. 


For months those ruling im Germany and France have 
harbored the suspicion that the cra of the entente between 
the Germans and the French might come to an end 


The differences in interests were too obvious, the French 
showed their bitterness about their German neighbors 
too clearly, whom they accuse of putting their national 
interests above the needs of Europe—and letting the 
entire EC pay for reunification as a result of their policy 
of high interest rates 


There are “objective difficulties” mm Franco-German 
relations, Balladur’s Foresgn Minister Alain Juppe had 
admitted before the talks, which threaten to turn into the 
“hour of truth” (French European Deputy Jean-Lours 
Bourlanges). Other Europeans readily endorsed the com- 
plaints about the egotistic Crermans, even though—1n the 
case of the Britush, for in tance—occasionally one heard 
a bit of malicious joy avout the French behaving lke 
forsaken lovers 


Bonn and Paris are now leading an “open marriage,” 
THE TIMES in London wrote—and the British have 
readily offered themselves for the occasional fling. 


The Itahans unconditionally supported their Romanic 
brothers and made Germany the scapegeat for their very 
own problems, from the decline of the lira to the sky- 
rocketing unemployment 


“Defendant Kohl, stand up.” the latest editvon of the 
Milan maga. ‘ne LCEUROPE®Q thundered at the Bonn 
chancellor, who 1s distortedly portrayed as a Crerman 
cagle with gigantic claws. In a “court protocol” the 
German was indicted on seven counts, including “Has 
united Germany become too powerful and has it thus 
destroyed the European dream”” 


It 1s certain that, as Ireland's Conor Cruse O'Brien 
wrote, “the old French dream of the strong German 
horse always obeying the skillful French mder must be 
buried.” Now the horse has thrown the nder, the united 
Germany has freed itself from its dependence on France 
Now Paris needs the Germans more than the other way 
round, as LE MONDE noted soberly 


THE WALL STREET JOURNAL has advised Paris to 
join the British, Dutch, and Spaniards to show the 
Germans that it 1s not them alone who have the say 


The intations of a “couple” who have entered “the 
autumn” of their marrage (according to journalist 
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Andre Fontaine) might endanger the very core of the E( 
as Belgian Karel van Miert, vice president of the Brussels 
EC Commission, fears. If the suture betwren Bonn and 
Parts tears apart, the EC will begin to collapse: “At the 
moment the EC 1s living dangerously ~ 


What Germans and French presented last week in terms 
of diplomatic skill confirmed the view of skeotics who 
doubt that the tandem, which has lost its jomnt rhythm 
can still provide as much momentum to the EC as 
before. Officially, reconciliation and readiness to com- 
promise were on the agenda, because “Balladur knows,” 
as one of Kohl's aides said, “that he can only achieve his 
goals with us and not against us.” 


The result was agreements that appear! ¢ the outcome 
of narrow-minded haggling and were ce. ._inly a long way 
from the clan of a new start 


A good example of mutual give and take was given by ihe 
agriculture ministers in Paris two days before te 
meeting of the heads of government 


The Germans have had ar. agricultur?\ problem for four 
weeks, since the EC finance monisters had to ease the 
close banding of the exchange rates in the European 
Monetary System. All EC payments te Europe's farmers 
are expressed in ECU [European Currency Units} calcu- 
lation units and are paid in national currencies in line 
with the respective exchange rate. If the mark 1s revalued 
compared with the ECU, the German farmers get corre- 
spondingly less from Brussels—400 million marks less 
per | percent of revaluation. as the German Farmers’ 
Association rapidly calculated 


At the next meeting of the EC foreign and agriculture 
ministers on 20 September the French will, as they 
promised last week, support the Germans, who are in 
danger of revaluation, in their demand not to permit 
such losses 


Something in return was also agreed on. Kohl wants to 
help Balladur ward off damage to the French farmers 
Under pressure from the farmers the French Govern- 
ment has commited itself not under any circumstances 
to accept the Blair House Agreement, which the EC 
concluded with the United States last year. In this 
agreement the EC has committed itself to limiting sub- 
sidized agricultural exports, grain in particular. How- 
ever, France 1s the EC's largest grain exporter 


Now “supplementary measures” (one of the chancellor's 
advisers) are to be discussed with the Americans to find 
out how the export losses of the French could be reduced 
without endangering the agreement itself 


According to a negotiator from the Agriculture Ministry, 
the chancellor has issued the order to help the French in 
all fields with their domestic problems, “and therefore 
we will talk with the Americans once again.” 


= 
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EC Commussion President Jacques Delors highly pratses 
Kohl's flexibility. The chancellor has always shown him- 
self “as a great builder of Europe” at “great occasions,” 
the Frenchman from Brussels said 


The imappropriate exaggeration rather shows how far 
Europe has come, whose ambition has clearly once again 
been reduced to serving the interests of a few highly 
subsidized farmers. This 1s a relapse into that fateful era 
of the EC in which European policy revolved around the 
common agricultural market. and the prices for grain 
and bee! seem to be more important than a common 
foreign and defense policy 


The makeshift repair of Franco-German relations last 
week “was certainly not a great achievement for 
Europe.” a Bonn government member admitted. The 
on\y Jhong that was achieved was to avoid an open break 


Even Kond was unable to help with the biggest problem 
Ww the French guest. on whose setticment Balladur's 
future mught hinge. Unemployment in France 1s rising 
more quickly than in almost any other EC state. The 
wune Minister urgently needs a stimulus for ecconomK 
devesDpment. The Paris government thinks that a mas- 
sive reduction of interest rates 1s a precondition for that 
and has long been overduc. However, since Paris docs 
not wantthe anc to hit rock bottom compared with the 
mark, the Freach continue to onent themselves toward 
interest rates in Germany and follow the German 
Bundesbank’'s policy of high interest rates 


At the same time as Kohl and Balladur were discussing 
the future of their relatirons in the chancellor's office, the 
Bundesbank ( entral Bank Council decidr 1 not to reduce 
the German prime rate, even though a reduction had 
been generally expected 


It was probably his presence in Bonn, Balladur assurmed 
afterwards with a sour smile, that kept the Bundes>ank 
from lowering the interest rate 


Helmut Kohl was not sure whether his guest was really 
joking 


Russian Troop Withdrawal Might Halt If 
Housing Unavailable 

12.:0709100293 Berlin BERLINER ZEITUNG in 
German 28-29 Aug Yipl 


[“eb” report: “Russian Barracks on Sale” | 


[Text] Fuerstenberg—In the view of Colonel General 
Mikhail Burlakov. commander in chief of the Russian 
Western Group of Forces, the withdrawal of the troops 
which has proceeded according to plan so far, might come to 
a standstill if housing construction 1s not accelerated 


Only half of the more than 20.000 families who return 
home. can currently be provided with an apartment 
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Buriakov ») ©m Friday [27 August], when paying The FDP leadership continued its prepzvations for the 
farewell \v: Vix oo nf © the Second Gard Tank Army in election platform. In October, the main committee ts to 


Fuerstenberg 


The Trust Agency Real Estate Company in Bonn will be 
assigned to sell the real estate premises if they are not 
taken over by the laender. Such an agreement will be 
concluded next week, it was said in Bonn 


After Saxony, now Thuringia has announced that it has 
come to an agreement with the federal government on 
taking over the premises. According to this agreement, 
the federal government permits “taking out un to three 
premises with a particularly heavy burden.” 


‘inkel Criticizes SPD Attitude Toward 
Biue-Helmet Missions 


AU 3108172893 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 3/1 Aug 93 p 2 


[“ban.” report: “Kinkel: Chaos Instead of Clarity in the 
SPD” ] 


[Text] Bonn, 30 August—Free Democratic Party of 
Germany [FDP] Chairman Kinkel has critwsred the 
attitude of the Social Democratic Party of Germany 
[SPD] in the “dlue-helmet™ question before the execu- 
tive bodies of his party. In the FDP Presidium and later 
in the FDP Federal Executive Committee. Kinkel 
reported on his meeting with SPD Chairman Scharping 
last Fnday. He 1s disappointed at the SPD's “blocking 
attitude.” “In this way, the SPD will hazdly become fit 
for government.” The SPD 1s settling :aternal conflicts 
on the backs of the Bundeswehr soldiers. There 1s chaos 
in“tead of clarity among the Social Democrats. It will 
harm German foreign politics if the coniroversy over 
Germany's participation in UN mussions 1s dickered 
over in 20 election campaigns next year, he said 


Kinkel recalled that Germany is striving for a seat on the 
UN Security Council. This will only have a chance if the 
constitutional problem 1s solved. Moreover. che foreign 
minister pointed out that a structural debate on the future of 
the Alliance will be held at the upcoming NATO surmmit 
Germany will have difficulties participating in ut if the SPD 
does not live up to its responsibility 


Last weekend, the SPD working group “International 
Politics” affirmed the Party Presidium's commitment to 
blue-helmet missions. A relevant proposal from SPD 
Presidium member Heidemarie Wieczorck-Zeul was 
extended with her agreement in the reference that Cer- 
many should also be able to participate in blockades for 
the implementation of embargo measures, according to 
this idea, a “warning shot” is permitted in sea blockades 
The passage that foreign (meaning U.S.) troops deployed 
in Germany may only be iransferred for out-of-area 
missions with the Federal Government's agreement was 
struck out. 


deal with it in Magdeburg. Then, an internal debate 1s to 
open im the party. According to FDP Secretary General 
Hoyer, the FDP wants to present itself as the party of 
Germany's internal unity. Questions about Germany as 
an economic center and deregulation should be om the 
foreground. Moreover, Kinkel’s coniments on the SPD 
showed the FDP’s will to also make foreign politics an 
election campaign topic 


The FDP Federal Executive Commiutice called for a legal 
regulation to control and restrict ummuigration. The nat- 
uralization of foreigners must be facilitated. The number 
of ummugrants cannot be without lumits. The FDP men- 
tioned guidelines for an immigration rule. Foresgners 
have to pursue their immigration proceedings from their 
homeland—without a legal claim. The responsible 
authorities in Germany define mmmigration quotas from 
the pomts of view of the labor market, the housing 
capacity, and social integration. Professional qualifica- 
thon 1s to play an emportant role. Priority 1s to be given to 
immigration by family members. Asylum-seekers with 
an obviously unfounded application should be “basi- 
cally” climinaied as immigrants, it was stated 


Against Kinkel’s vote, the FDP Executive Commp ice 
reyected a motion by Foreigners’ C ommmissnmer Corne a 
Schmalz-Jacobsen and FDP deputies Baum ard tH sch 
that called for the introduction of the nght of all ,or- 
cigners to vote im municipal elections. Northrhine- 
Westphahan Executive Committee member Westerwelle 
cwntradicted them. Westerwelle explained that, because 
of the facilitation of naturaliz7tvon and the introduction 
of dual citizenship demanded by the FDP. the municipal 
right to vote of foreigners from states outside the EC is 
not required. The FDP chairman voted with the 
minority 


SPD Controversy Over Bundeswehr Missions 
Continues 

403108131193 Frankfurt/Main FRANAFEURTER 
4LLGEMEINE in German 30 Aue 93 p 2 


[fy report: “Heated Controversy in SPD About 
Bundess “hr Combat Missions” | 


[Text] Bonn, 29 August—The Foreign Policy Committee 
at the Socia! Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] Excc- 
utive Com sttee, sust as with the SPD Presidium, has 
come out against Bundeswehr participation mm UN 
peacemaking mons. The quarrel! im the party con- 
tinued over the weekend. Mr. Struck, parhamentary 
manager of the SPD Bundestag group, said in a news- 
paper interview that he fears the voters might begin to 
increasingly call his party's ability to govern into ques- 
tion because of the SPD's attitude toward UN opera- 
tions. The differences between SPD Chairman Scharp- 
ing-——who currentiy reyects German participation in UN 
combat missions—and SPD Bundestag group chairman 
Klose, who wants to link them with a two-thirds majority 
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of the Bundestag. must be overcome as quickly as 
possible. Abroad, too, the SPD’s ability to govern ts 
increasingly called into question. “The party as i 1s 
makes decisions on a sefe world. We just make blue 
helmets and nothing else. Then we will be steamrolied by 
political developments in the United Nations and in 
Germany. At some time in the future we will again have 
our back to the wall, just as with the asylum question in 
the past,” Struck said. At the same time, he warned 
against excessive criticism of Klose and another per- 
sonnel debate about him. “A lot of people” in the 
Bundestag group share Klose’s sew, including Struck 
himself. 


Deputy Chairwoman Whieczorek-Zeul claimed that 
Siruck obviously does not know the text that has been 
adopted. “Whoever intervenes in a situation where a 
very basic foreign policy motion of the SPD 1s presented 
m such a way, does not do his work as parliamentary 
manager of the SPD but acts as a spokesmae of the 
Christian Democratic Uncon [CDU]." Deputy 
Chairman Lafontaine meanwhile affirmed that the SPD 
will “not participate in worldwide martial adventures.” 
Federal Manager Verheugen said that only blue-helmet 
missions are conceivable for the SPD. They. too, should 
be linked with “as high a requirement for approval by 
the Bundestag as possible.” If the SPD wants to be able 
to govern it must finally come to a common position on 
this issue, he pointed out. 


Just like Struck, SPD Deputy Niggemever, defense cxpert 
of his Bundesiag group, also warned the party against 
another tensile test, against the inability to act im foreign 
policy, and against complete isolation. The SPD refuses 
to participate in a decisive issue of international policy 
The basic refusal to par'icipate in mulitary UN cor ‘sat 
missions with German Jorces 1s a fatal discrimina.son 
against all those states th ‘ feel committed to the UN 
Charter. “Downright pacifism may be honorable, but 1 
1s worthless in foreign policy because the world 1s not as 
politicy! peace angels in my party unrealisticaliy paint 
it,” Ni gemever said. 


Minister of the Chancellery Bohl ‘(CDU) sand that he 
does nol see any prospects for success anymore in a 
compromise between the coalition parties and the SPD 
If the SPD decision were to become part of German 
foreign policy, Germany would be internationally 1s0- 
lated. Mr. Ruetigers. parliamentary manager of the 
CDU/Chnistian Social Union Bundestag group. said that 
the SPD majority threatens Germany's ability to act in 
foreign policy. He accused Scharping of having “given 
in,” because before the Presidium decision he himself 
advanced the vague proposal of clarifying the possibility 
of German participation in all UN measures in the Basic 
Law. Scharping dropped Klose, who supported him in 
this, and joined the stronger battalions. “ This 1s humanly 
indecent and politically fateful.” Scharping must come 
to a decision against Lafontaine and Schroeder as well as 
Mrs. Wiecrorek-Zeul, who are all against UN combat 
missions. So far, Scharping has just “stirred up” bis 
party, but he has not struggled for a specific direction 
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In the meantime. Foreign Minister Kinkel announced 
that in the forthcoming 20 election campaigns next year. 
the Free Democratic Party of Germany will “clearly 
atiribute™ the responsib:!ity for “a foreign policy, which 
we Cannot continue as it 1s.” 1f the SPD does not sho. 
itself to “be able to move™ and establish the majority 
necessary to amend Basic Law. Gerinary cannot retreat 
to the spectators’ gallery while soldiers from 62 countnes 
are working for peace in 17 hotbeds of tensions im this 
world. If necessary, how sver, one must await the decs- 
sion by the Constitutional Court. Germany cacnot 
become a member of the Security Council until 1 1s fully 
avie to res ond. 


_— Urges * armation of Special Multinational 
orce 


LD3108111593 Hambure DPA in German 0987 GMT 
3] Aug 93 


[Text] Bonn (7PA)—Karsten Vogt, foresgn policy 
spokesman for the Social! Democratic Party [SPD] par- 
hamentary group. has reaffirmed that the SPD rules out 
combat missions and will only go as far as self-defense on 
the part of German peace-keeping ferces and them 
defensively securing their mission. This came at i news 
conference in Bonn today following his visit to the 
German pearekeeping forces in Somalia In the contest 
of the planned formation of a special blue aelmet con. 
tingent of 5.00 men in the first instance, as mentioned 
at the meeting of the SPD's foresgn policy commussion at 
the weekend. Voigt suggested multinational involve- 
ment. Poland. Denmark, the Netherlands and Belgium 
have shown interest, he said. A special contingent would 
be able to avoid the mistakes “ourlt in to the system” of 
the current way the 1.700 German servicemen from 170 
individual units were pul together 


Vougt criticized Federal Foresgn Minister Klaus Konkel’s 
proposals of putting approval by a two thirds majority of 
the Bundestag into a constitutional amendment if the 
S°D agrees to combat missions as being “irrelevant.” 
Voigt said the foreign minister was not even im agrec- 
ment with his own parhamentary group 


SPD development expert Rudolf Bindig. who took part 
in the trio to Belet Uen together with his colleagues from 
the parliamentar sroup Dieter Herstermann and Ingrid 
Becker-Inglau, critnized the lack of long term prospects 
for the region's development. Germany's commitment 
to date 1s only of peripheral significance, they said 


RSA‘s Buthelezi Arrives for Talks With Kohl, 
Kinkel 


§{B3108 745893 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 1403 
GMT 31 Aue 93 


[Text] Bonn Aug 31 SAPA—Inkatha Freedom Party 
{IFP] leader Mangosuthu Buthelez: arrived in Germany 
on Tuesday [3! August] for talks with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and German Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel, SABC [Sout : African Broadcasting Corporation| 
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radio news reported. Mr. Buthelezi will also address 
invited guests on his party's views on constitutional 
issues and hold talks with parliamentanans and busi- 
nessmen before proceeding with his visit to Denmark on 
Friday. 


Buthelezi Urged To Rejoin Negotiations 
MB3108161693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1542 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Bonn Aug 3! SAPA—German Chancellor Dr. 
Helmut Kohl on Tuesday [31 August] called on Inkatha 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi to continue negotiating 
with other political groups in South Afnca and to take an 
active role in the negotiation process. They met in Bonn 
at the invitation of Dr. Kohl, according to a German 
Government statement released to SAPA by the German 
Embassy in Pretoria. 


Dr. Kohl said that a broad consensus between political 
parties could only be reached through participation and 
co-operation. They agreed that everything possible 
should be done to end the violence in South Afinca, and 
to secure a peaceful future for the country. 


The meeting focused on present and future develop- 
ments in South Africa as well as efforts to secure a 
political solution for internal conflict in the country. Mr. 
Buthelezi explained the Inkatha Freedom Party's [IFP] 
position, especially with regard to the present multiparty 
negotiations. 


The federal chancellor praised the IFP’s role and Mr. 
Buthelezi’s contribution in abolishing apartheid and 
reaching a peaceful and democratic future for South 
Africa. 


Benefits of NATO's Expansion Eastward 
Discussed 


AU3108144493 Hambure DIE WELT in German 
30 Aug 93 p 4 


{Lothar Rueh!l commentary: “NATO's Expansion East- 
ward Is on the Agenda”™] 


[Text] Russia's President Yeltsin's talks in Warsaw have 
introduced some movement into what was a slow- 
moving discussion on the new terms of European secu- 
rity. However, against the background of turmoil in 
Russia and the numerous contradictions in Russian 
foreign policy statements, one still cannot determine 
with certainty the full implications of Yeltsin's statement 
that Russia would respect “a sovereign Polish decision” 
to join NATO. Whether the Supreme Soviet, with its 
anti-Western stance and “national-patriotic’” majority, 
will accept Yeltsin's policy on this question as its own 1s 
also questionable, if not improbable. 


So, the positive words that the Russian president uttered 
in Warsaw still have to be taken with a large grain of salt. 
Ultimately, the extension of NATO to include Poland 
and also Hungary—and it would of course also be 
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extended to the Czech Republic and Slovakia—would 
mean that in the future the Western alliance, with the 
strategic cover provided by the American world power, 
would border on the neighboring “immediate abroad” to 
Russia's west, that is, Lithuania, Belarus, and Ukraine. 
The independence of those western neighbors of Russia's 
vis-a-vis Moscow would thus be bolstered to a greater 
extent than before and their inclination toward Western 
Europe would also be strengthened. 


The fundamental geopolitical shift in Eastern Europe, 
which has cast Russia's position of power in the center of 
the continent eastward and given Western Europe a 
security margin of about !,000 km, would be reinforced 
by a new demarcation line determined by alliance policy, 
in a manner that would be to the strategic advantage of 
NATO. This kind of demarcation could not, of course, 
be allowed to reflect the same type of security policy 
exclusion as that with Russia. 


Polish Defense Minister Onyszkiewicz attributes the 
change in Russia's stance in Poland's admission to 
NATO to a realization on the part of Yeltsin and 
Russia's ministers, including Defense Minister Grachev, 
that Poland can make only a basic contribution to 
bolstering stability to the west of Russia and thus to 
creating a security situation that would be resistant to 
crises, through being clearly linked to NATO with regard 
to security. 


Nevertheless, being linked in this way does not have to 
mean membership at this stage. What would be conceiv- 
able 1s a form of association at least as a preliminary 
stage that would parallel the “integrative associate mem- 
bership” of the EC, which has already been agreed in 
principle through agreements with Poland, Hungary, and 
Czechoslovakia’s successor states. This kind of interim 
solution that would apply for an indefinite period of 
time would be conceivable, especially from the Maas- 
tricht treaty perspective of enhancement of WEU status 
as an integral component of “European Union,” which is 
something the Polish defense minister conceded. In 
Brussels, Washington, London, and Paris that would be 
easier to accept than the direct admission of Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech republic, and Slovakia in the fore- 
seeable future. 


In light of this situation, Germany has the opportunity to 
tackle the solution of European security problems in 
accordance with its own interests, cautiously and step by 
step, but with the goal of extending NATO eastward: The 
initiative that Defense Minister Volker Ruche proposed 
in March in his London speech concerning the admis- 
sion of eastern, central European states to NATO and 
which he has pursued consistently since then has given 
German policy the lead in this respect. 


From a broader European perspective, it is only to 
Germany's advantage if NATO's border is not on the 
Oder-Neisse river and Poland 1s included in NATO. The 
advantage is much less of military one, and far more of 
a political one: Poland's admission to NATO would 
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provide a much broader and firmer foundation for good 
neighborly relations between Poland and Germany and 
for systematic political and economic cooperation. The 
strengthening of democracy in Poland, Hungary, and the 
Czech Republic also lies in Germany's immediate inter- 
ests with regard to its neighbors. 


In the year that saw unification, Foreign Minister Gen- 
scher proposed the holding of French-German-Polish 
foreign policy discussions. It would now be the right 
time—it would benefit Franco-German relations too— 
to resume those consultations between Bonn, Paris, and 
Warsaw with the goal of making preparations for the 
admission of Poland and the remaining states of eastern, 
central Europe. As it is, the Polish Government is 
waiting for a “concrete schedule” for the process of 
admission to NATO. 


EC To Double Assistance for Eastern Germany 


LD3108163493 Berlin ADN in German 1323 GMT 
31 Aug 93 


[Excerpt] Erfurt (ADN)}—The European Community 
will double the assistance it has so far granted eastern 
Germany over the next six years. Around 14 billion 
European currency units, or around 28 billion marks, of 
structural assistance will be granted to the states of 
former eastern German, the new head of the EC office in 
Germany, Axel Bunz, said in Erfurt today. From 1991 to 
1993. 6 billion marks were paid out within the frame- 
work of the assistance measures. 


According to Bunz 4 billion marks of EC financial 
assistance is already available for next year. The assis- 
tance will be concentrated on the infrastructure, as it has 
been over the last three years. In addition to aid for the 
economic adaptation process, other measures will be 
given support in the areas of agriculture, fisheries, and 
the food industry and for the training of employees. 
[passage omitted] 


Kohl for Next President From Ex-GDR 


AU3108104693 Hamburg ARD Television Network in 
German 1900 GMT 30 Aug 93 


{Interview with Chancellor Helmut Kohl by Wolfgang 
Kenntemich and Wolfgang Fandrich; place and date not 
given—recorded] 


[Text] [Kenntemiih] Unusual statements are coming 
from the east. The trio of Diestel, De Maiziere, and 
Perschau are suddenly coming up with suggestions of 
reconciliation with people from the SED [Socialist Unity 
barty of Germany] and the Stasi. This does not really 
sound like the Chnstian Democratic Union [CDU]. 
Does this meet with your approval? Is this not perhaps a 
way to get new votes in the east? 


[Kohl] What the three said publicly was not coordinated 
with the CDU, neither with me nor with the party 
leadership. In particular over the past few days we have 
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intensively discussed this issue in the CDU Executive 
Committee. There are various things that must be looked 
at together. 


First of all, after 40 vears of separation we, the west 
Germans, must be very restrained as regards judging the 
lives of individuals in the former GDR. Whoever sat on 
the warm sofa of freedom, so to speak, cannot imagine 
the dangers and temptations there. Therefore, my very 
first advice is—and | also said this in my speech in the 
Reichstag on 17 Jume—that our fellow-citizens in the 
new laender should have the first word on this issue. I 
think that this 1s very, very important. 


Second, I believe that one thing is quite inadmissible, 
namely that those who opposed the regime should now, 
today, once again be psychologically punished for having 
been against the regime in the past. I have great respect 
for anyone who resisted the regime in difficult times, in 
particular after the construction of the Wall, after 1961, 
who went into internal emigration. Of course, | have 
even more respect for those who were punished harshly 
and inhumanely in Bautzen and in other prisons for 
having expressed their free opinions. 


The third thing that also holds true 1s that we should 
think about the prospects for the future of those who 
were involved in the regime in some way or other but 
were not guilty of anything in the general view. 


[Fandrich] An important issue in this connection 1s the 
statute of limitations for so-called minor SED crimes, 
which will come into effect on 3 October. This includes 
matters such as spying on people, telephone harassment, 
opening other people's letters, etc.—that 1s, this 
everyday harassment of the citizens. Now there 1s resis- 
tance against this limitation—Thunngian Justice Min- 
ister (Jentsch) is against it; Angela Merkel does not want 
it. What is your position? Do you think that the statute of 
limitations must be (?rescinded)” 


[Kohl] We have discussed this matter. Here, too, one 
must mention two things. | am categorically in favor of 
recognizing the opinion of our frends and colleagues 
and fellow-citizens in the new laender as the opimion of 
the opinion leaders. Second, in connection with the 
limitation of three years, one must say that these are not 
really three years. Three years have passed since German 
unification, but the truth is that the judiciary and the 
administration, which can put such things in motion, 
have for three years been unable to do anything in this 


respect. 


I do not give you a definite opinion here—but I do not 
do this to evade the issue. My advice is to make this 
decision in very close cooperation with the elected 
opinion leaders in the land governments and the parlia- 
ments of the new laender. This 1s also the way in which 
I intend to make the necessary decision in the Cabinet. 


{[Kenntemich] You just said yourself that you are 
counting on the people in the east, that you want to hear 
their opinion, in particular as regards coming to terms 








12 GERMANY 


with the past. In the CDU there seem to be a number of 
renowned persons on whom the CDU can rely, also in 
the process of Germany's growing together. In this 
connectiun I would like to ask you whether you insist on 
having the next president come from the east? 


[Kohl] I think that for many reasons it is correct that in 
the first important decision on personnel in the reunited 
Germany, which we do not have to make within a few 
weeks of unification, such as in 1990, when the govern- 
ment was formed shortly after the Day of German Unity, 
we now ask the question—which I answer with a clear 
yes—whether it would not be prudent and correct to 
propose a person from the new laender. 


I believe that this can certainly be done. There are 
suitable people. I also believe that this has something to 
do not so much with the poll on whether or not it is 
necessary for coexistence in Germany. We have estab- 
lished something new, namely the united Germany. We 
have not just come together pretending that life just 
continues as usual, as if we had not been separated for 40 
years. Personally, I am convinced that, regardless of how 
important and worrying and difficult for the people 
affected—just think of the unemployed—the problem of 
the economy and of social policy is, the actual problem 
of German unification is—if we are honest about it, and 
this 1s the point where I was wrong at the beginning, | did 
not believe it—that in 40 years the separation left deeper 
marks in human coexistence. We have to overcome this. 


{[Kenntemich] Mr. Chancellor, this means that you do not 
trust Johannes Rau to exercise this integrating function. 


[Kohl] This is not my topic at all. I am not saying 
anything negative about colleague Rau. Why should I” 
This is neither my position nor my way of dealing with 
this matter. I have justified very deliberately just now 
that someone with the experiences of 40 years of the 
GDR logically has a different horizon of experiences 
than I or Johannes Rau. This is what I mean. I am 
advocating a decision in favor and not an automatic 
decision against a person from the east. 


[Kenntemich] The CDU minister presidents in the east 
are also putting up a bit of a front line against Bonn at 
the moment, in particular if one looks at their comments 
on the thrift package. There is criticism of social imbal- 
ance—that the little people are hit too hard, that subsi- 
dies are not reduced energetically enough, etc. If this 
remains so, you will not have a majority for your thrift 
package in the Bundesrat. Do you want to hold addi- 
tional negotiations? Are you ready to do that? 


[Kohl] First of all, we will certainly get a majority in the 
Bundesrat. The current yells and shouts are quite nat- 
ural. What is the point? The point is that we have to 
change our way of thinking in a very specific situation of 
German policy, even of German history. We have a 
severe economic recession. We have, if you like, some 
sort of normal recession, as turns up regularly every few 
years, but we also have a structural recession. That 
means, we have reached a point where we—because of 
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the things done by the old FRG, we would have this 
structural recession also without German unification— 
must realize that we have lived beyond our means in 
certain respects. | am completely open—and I said so 
when the package was adopted—for changes if one says 
that one thing or the other must be changed, that it is 
unfair. However, one must find a corresponding balance. 
If one says that one offers something else as an alterna- 
tive, | am quite certain that we can talk about this issue. 
This is not doctrine for me. For me the doctrine 1s the 
absolute figures. 


[Fandrich] Basically, the issue is Germany as an indus- 
trial center and it is the future. Apart from the economy, 
this also involves education and, of course, the social 
systems. At the moment there is a discussion about 
pensions, which makes people uncertain. I think that 
these people expect a clear statement about what they 
have to expect, whether they have to take out private 
pension insurances. 


[Kohl] I do not have a general recipe for overcoming the 
crisis. | know only one thing, namely that this 1s the hour 
of truth, that the pensions are safe for the retirees now 
but that I cannot tell a 30-year-old what the world will be 
like in the year 2030. No one can say that. However, | 
can say one thing. In view of our birthrate and in view of 
the calculations on this basis, we must take action in this 
field, too. 


wr sia Body Criticizes Government Economic 
Pol 


LD3108105993 Berlin DDP in German 0826 GMT 
31 Aug 93 


[Text] Cologne (DDP)—The Federal Association of 
German Industry (BDI) has strong’y criticized the fed- 
eral government's financial and economic policies. The 
state is “further tightening the screw of costs” instead of 
contributing to taking the burden off firms and thus 
making investment and the creation of new jobs profit- 
able again, a BDI paper on Germany as a location for 
production published in Cologne today says. The 
increase in oil tax, the reintroduction of the solidarity 
supplement, and the increase in pension contributions 
threaten “a fresh shock as far as costs are concerned for 
firms and workers.” 


According to the BDI, firms are already drawing “the 
necessary conclusions” from Germany's worsening condi- 
tions as a location. Much production in Germany could only 
be “profitably maintained” by comprehensive rationaliza- 
tion. However, German firms are increasingly transferring 
their operations abroad, and foreign companies are 
investing less and less in Germany. 


The BDI demands that conditions for locating industry 
in Germany must be changed quickly and radically. New 
jobs can only be created and existing jobs secured against 
increasing competition by a “growth offensive.” 
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The state must contribute to “the unfolding of market 
forces” by framework conditions and an infrastructure 
which are conducive to investment and innovation. The 
government's current economic and financial policies 
have “a braking effect on growth” because they place 
excessive demands on the economy's performance and 
“destroy” incentives for higher performance “by exces- 
sive taxes and deductions.” 


Saxony's Biedenkopf Views Reconstruction 


AU31081622%3 Bonn DAS PARLAMENT in German 
Nr. 35/27 Aug 93 p 1 


[Interview with Saxony’s Minister President Kurt 
Biedenkopf by Markus Lesch; place and date not given: 
“Here We Talk Less About the Crisis Than on the Rhine 
or the Danube...”’] 


[Text] [Lesch] With three years under your belt as the 
man in charge in Saxony—what in your view has been 
the most important framework condition for your land's 
future developmemt? 


[Biedenkopf] The achievement of the Solidarity Pact. This 
has given a feeling of security—to the people, to busi- 
nessmen, and also to the government. By organizing our 
finances we have finally become more predictable for people 
who want to invest in Saxony. The basis for that has been 
laid. So far, the people here felt that there was no security for 
planning. They were waiting for an overall German solution 
for reconsturction, for a signal of belonging together all over 
Germany. The Solidarity Pact has done that. The commu- 
nity of the laender has proved its worth. It has found a 
solution together with the Federal Government. The parties 
Christian Democratic Union/Christian Democratic Union, 
Social Democratic Party, and Free Democratic Party, too, 
have worked on that, being aware of their common respon- 
sibility. 

[Lesch] What are the most important consequences of 
the Solidarity Pact for the practical policy in the Free 
State? 


[Biedenkopf] The new laender have finally been 
included in the system of the federal state. As of 1995 
they will get transfer payments amounting to about 56 
billion German marks [DM]. The decisive element of the 
new settlement is the new distribution of the revenues 
from value-added tax. The laender get 44 percent of the 
value-added tax revenues as their share. With these 
transfer payments, including taxes, rates, and allow- 
ances, we will have revenues per inhabitant in Saxony of 
about 100 percent of the level in the old laender. This 
means we will have as much in terms of revenues as the 
laender and communities on average in the west. 


[Lesch] Where will the Saxons feel the effects immediately? 


[Biedenkopf] Probably in their own homes. In housing 
construction the old debts were our most serious 
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problem. Since the Federal Government ts taking over 
DM31 billion of DM59 billion of old debts into the 
Inherited Burden Fund, the burden on the housing stock 
of the cooperatives and communities will be reduced 
significantly. If the burden of old debts had remained on 
housing construction, we would have had to finance the 
interests for this old burden through rents for years. No 
money would have been left for renovations, the apart- 
ments would have deteriorated further, the construction 
industry would not have received any orders. 


{[Lesch] When one talks about the new laender in the 
west, the name of Saxony 1s the first to be mentioned. 
Why? 


[Biedenkopf] First of all, Saxony’s popularity is essen- 
tially based on its history. Its position among the indi- 
vidual German states was very important in Germany 
until well into our century. However, Saxony’s traditions 
also give rise to particular difficulties in reconstruction 
sometimes. 


[Lesch] Are you thinking of Saxony’s role as an industrial 
base? 


[Biedenkopf] In 1936 Saxony was considered to be the 
most highly industrialized region of the world. Even in 
1989 it produced 31 percent of the GNP of the former 
GDR, that is, almost one-third. In addition, Saxony has 
the densest transportation network in the new laender. 
This ts one of our problems: We must renew the entire 
infrastructure of our land, which has been neglected for 
decades, in order to establish internationally competitiv< 
conditions for the economy. We have already done quite 
a lot with the help of the Federal Government. 


[Lesch] Are the old industrial centers and conurbations 
proving to be a particular obstacle? 


[Biedenkopf] One cannot say that about the conurba- 
tions around Dresden and Leipzig. The advantages for 
reconstruction dominate here. Leipizig 1s in the process 
of once again developing into an important site for the 
media and for fairs. Dresden, for its part, is an admin- 
istrative center and a cultural metropolis of international 
standing. The situation in Chemnitz is more difficult. 
We must do everything to prevent this town becoming 
the “Cinderella” of the Free state and lagging behind 
Leipzig or Dresden. Chemnitz used to be called the 
Saxon Manchester. Today it must go through the same 
structural change as all other old industrial centers in 
Europe. We cannot preserve the textile industry to the 
same extent as it produced under the artificial conditions 
in the old GDR. What we must preserve are industrial 
cores. Here we have made some progress. The credit line 
of the Trust Agency was expanded for this purpose in the 
negotiations on the Solidarity Pact. This mobilizes 
financial resources that we need for improving the 
industrial cores. 


{[Lesch] What are the advantages that can be derived 
from the past of the Saxon economy? 
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[Biedenkopf] Above all, our above-averagely qualified 
labor force. Saxony has a great number of universities, 
vocational academies, and technical schools. For the 
people here, this means an advantage as a site for 
modern industrial branches, which should not be under- 
estimated. 


[Lesch] In the west, it is often said, critically, that the 
eastern Germans want to reach western standards of 
living too quickly.... 


[Biedenkopf] ...I1 do not get this impression from the 
Sax 1s. I have repeatedly said that the people here are 
noi ‘avolved in a wild chase to catch up—and I am still 
of that opinion. A concentration of all social forces to 
raise the GNP would hardly leave any energy for other 
spheres of life, for the immaterial values, such as culture 
and the arts. This would lead to the impoverishment of 
social life. Many people in the new laender already feel 
this danger. They feel the contradiction between the 
desire to live as in western Germany and the will not to 
give up their identity. They will try to come to a different 
balance: between individualism, the readiness for com- 
petition, and prosperity on one side, and internal cohe- 
sion, less competition, and human closeness on the 
other. It cannot yet be said whether or not they will 
manage that. If so, the eastern Germans could make a 
contribution to a change in the values all over Germany. 


[Lesch] Is the Saxon minister president, as the governor 
of a new land, also a crisis manager? 


[Biedenkopf] There is too much talk about the crisis. Of 
course, any head of government must deal with the 
problems that arise in his sphere of responsibility. In the 
east, these problems are different from those in the old 
laender. Coping with the difficulties of reconstruction 
also offers irreplaceable opportunities. The people in 
Saxony have realized that. There is far less talk of a crisis 
on the Upper Elbe River than on the Rhine River or on 
the Danube River. The people simply do not have time 
to talk about it. They are primarily busy with rebuilding 
their country. 


{[Lesch] An opportunity only for the citizens in the east? 


[Biedenkopf] No, they are aware of the fact that the 
change is something unavoidable. Now they want to 
make the best of it. However, the people in the west must 
also understand the opportunity. | am not at all sure 
whether the structural problems of industry, which we 
are currently experiencing in Germany, are not due to 
the fact that the third postwar generation no longer | 
the necessary elan to keep its standard of living, 

high compared with other countries. However, 

many, we should avoid the fate of many family 

nies: The first generation establishes prosper: 
second increases it, and the third uses it up. What must 
be achieved now is that the third generation must 
understand itself as the first, the first of the united 
Germany. In the east, it cannot do anything else. In the 
west, it must understand itself to be the first generation 
of a new era, so that it does not fall into the danger of 
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using up what has been established—instead of renewing 
it and increasing it. The fact that unification has come ts 
the greatest gift, not only for the eastern Germans, but 
also for the western Germans. In European history, it 
was usually only wars that created conditions under 
which the third generation was able to, and had to, start 
from scratch. Today, the third generation can become 
the first, peacefully. This 1s the opportunity for all of 
Germany. 


Brandenburg Minister Calls For Ban of Rightist 
Parties 


AU3108161693 Berlin NEUE ZEIT in German 
27 Aug 93 p4 


[Unattributed report: “Bugging Campaign Does Not 
Solve All Problems] 


[Excerpt] Berlin—In an interview with NEUE ZEIT, 
Brandenburg’s Interior Minister Alwin Ziel (Social Dem- 
ocratic Party of Germany) announced that, as chairman 
of the interior ministers’ conference, he will call for a ban 
of the Liberal Workers Party (FAP), as well as the League 
for People and Homeland, at the next conference in 
November. It has been noticed, according to Ziel, that 
after the ban of the rnght-wing extremist groups 
“German Alternative (DA) and Nationalist Front (NF), 
which was initiated by Brandenburg at the end of last 
year, many very young people left this scene completely 
because of pressure from their parents. In the group of 
people over 40, there were also many people who dis- 
tanced themselves from these groups after they were 
banned. As a result of the ban, there 1s now the possi- 
bility to immediately dissolve rallies as soon as one 
member of a banned organization takes part. “We have 
not solved the problem, but we can now better deal with 
it,” he said. 


Ziel contradicted the statement that Brandenburg 1s a 
“melting pot” of right-wing extremism in Germany. The 
statistics of the Federal Office of Criminal Investigations 
prove that the land occupies approximately seventh 
place regarding the number of right-wing extremist 
crimes and that it maintains third or fourth place 
regarding clarifying the .< crimes. The interior minister 
admitted that the misconduct of the police during the 
events in Prneros in June, when several hundred nghtist 
youths gathered and shouted Nazi slogans without being 
hindered at all, was “serious.” The exact reconstruction 
of the events has shown that the communication 
between the operations commander on site and the 
command center was neglected. 


According to Ziel, the number of members of neo-Nazi 
parties and organizations 1s relatively low, but there are 
many sympathizers because the potential of dissatisfied 
people in eastern Germany 1s great. Thus, the NPD 
[National Democratic Party] has only 21 members in 
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Brandenburg but far more sympathizers. “It 1s dan- 
gerous if people vote for rightist parties out of disap- 
pointment with the established parties,” Ziel said. How- 
ever, there are also young people whose extremist 
attitude 1s being consolidated. “The situation today is no 
longer such that we can say that right-wing extremism 
does not have any chance in Germany.” In view of that, 
the democrats must support each other. 


In Ziel’s view, the legal bases for police action are not as 
bad as it is often claimed. “Many people believe that all 
problems can be solved with the Great Bugging Cam- 
paign. However, this is not so.” It is already possible to 
bug telephones with a judge’s permission, but this must 
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not be done arbitrarily. “We are no longer in the GDR.” 
In view of the scope of car smuggling—in 1992, approx- 
imately 11,000 cars were illegally smuggled from Bran- 
denburg to eastern countries—and other forms of orga- 
nized crime, Ziel said that it must not be that organized 
criminals can gather in a hotel and the rule-of-law state 
cannot do anything against it. He complained that it has 
not yet become possible at the European level to counter 
organized crime with adequate security structures. One 
has not yet found a location for a European police force 
or an anti-drug center. “It makes me sad that Europe has 
switched to low gear regarding these problems,” he said. 


[passage omitted] 
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Israel's Gur on ‘Arafat Return; Juppe Views 
Mideast Accord 

LD3108174593 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Half a century of taboos are being broken between 
Israel and the Palestinians. On the one hand, one of 
"Arafat's lieutenants is announcing that the PLO will 
soon no longer have any reason to exist and that it will 
change into a provisional government. On the other 
hand, Mordekhay Gur, the Israeli deputy defense min- 
ister, says that his country could accept the return of 
Yasir ‘Arafat to the occupied territories. He was 
speaking on France Inter. Mordekhay Gur was inter- 
viewed by Pierre Veil. 


[Begin recording] [Gur] First of all, I don’t know if the 
Palestinians will accept him, because, as you know, there 
are huge discussions among the Palestinians. I don't 
know if there is a special question about the return of 
‘Arafat. If the Palestinians see this in the context of a 
total Palestinian return, then there will be a problem. If 
it is a personal matter, that’s something different. 


So I think that in the next few weeks of negotiations this 
question, too, will have to be clarified. 


[Veil] If the man, the man alone, as a symbol, wants to 
return, is it possible that you would accept this return” 


[Gur] Yes, | think that if we got to this position, where it 
was a personal question, for me personally, I don't see 
any major problem, if it is clear that it is a matter only of 
the personality of ‘Arafat. [end recording] 


{Studio announcer] France naturally supports the new 
impetus in the Middle East peace process. Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe conveyed this by telephone to his 
Israeli counterpart, Shim'on Peres, and he also said it on 
France Inter, speaking to Dominique Brocard. 


[Begin recording] [Juppe] In the end, this is the first time 
for decades that we have seen a real ray of sun in the ever 
cloudy sky of the Middle East. This was made possible 
by direct negotiations held between the Israeli Govern- 
ment and the PLO. Allow me to recall that the French 
Government, which is not party to the bilateral talks, or 
at least not directly, has been playing a role for months 
and months, and that during the visit of Prime Minister 
Rabin last June, we gave this message, telling our Israeli 
friends: You won't solve it unless you negotiate. This was 
done, and today we have the positive result. 


A lot of problems remain to be solved; France will 
continue to be strongly present. As you know, it is there 
in particular in what is known as the multilateral process, 
that’s to say, the thinking about the future of the region, 
its economic development, the problem of refugees, 
family reunification. [sentence as heard] 


It is a decisive step, I repeat, but a lot remains to be done. 
[end recording] 
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Palestinian Official on France's Role in Peace 
Process 


LD0109090293 Paris Europe No. 1 Radio in French 
530 GMT 1 Sep 93 


[Studio interview with Layla Shahid, PLO representative 
in France, by announcer Jean-Pierre Elkabbach—live] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] [Elkabbach] Is the PLO 
going to renounce terrorism? 


[Shahid] The PLO will continue to have the right to 
resist until all the occupied terntories have been freed— 
that 1s to say, the West Bank, Gaza, and east Jerusalem. 
As far as attacks against civilians are concerned, we put 
forward our position in 1988, and we shall maintain it. 


{Elkabbach] So, as long as there are soldiers in the 
occupied territones, you consider that [words indistinct] 


[Shahid] Yes, as long as there are soldiers in a single inch 
in the occupied territories, we believe it 1s our legitimate 
right to resist military occupation. [passage omitted] 


[Elkabbach] France has always enjoyed a good relation- 
ship with the PLO, with Yasir ‘Arafat, and this has often 
been a cause for reproach. Has France played a role in 
the peace process” 


[Shahid] A very important role, because I think France 
has been one of the advocates of the PLO, of the 
necessity to speak to the PLO, and I think France can be 
proud of having taken the right position. France stressed 
that necessity to Mr. Rabin recently and President 
Mitterrand was the first to receive Yasir ‘Arafat officially 
in the French capital. 


[Elkabbach] But did Messrs Balladur, Juppe, and Mit- 
terrand know about what was being done in Washington 
and what is being prepared now? 


[Shahid] They were informed by the PLO in any case. 
[passage omitted] 


Balladur, Mitterrand Discuss Constitutional 
Reform 


LD3108130293 Paris France-2 Television Network in 
French 1100 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] The reform of the Constitution is taking shape. 
Alain Juppe, secretary general of the Rally for the 
Republic [RPR], announced earlier that Frime Minister 
Edouard Balladur has put forward a draft text on the 
reform of the Constitution to President Francois Mitter- 
rand on the nght to asylum. 


Talks are still under way between the prime minister and 
the president of the Republic, said Alain Juppe at the 
headquarters of the RPR. The foreign minister added 
that the prime minister will meet the president at the 
Elysee Palace tomorrow to debate this issue. 
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Juppe Submits Plans To Modify Constitution on 
Asylum Rights 

AU3108142293 Paris AFP in English 1415 GMT 

31 Aug 93 


[Text] Paris, Aug 31 (AFP)}—The French prime minister 
has submitted to the president a draft plan to amend the 
French Constitution to tighten up political asylum regu- 
lations, a leader of the right-wing government coalition 
said Tuesday [31 August). 


Alain Juppe, secretary general of the Rally for the 
Republic (RPR), speaking at a news conference, did not 
say whether the plan involved a referendum demanded 
by the party's right wing. 


Juppe, who is also foreign minister, said the draft plar 
would be discussed with President Francois Mitterrand 
on Wednesday. 


Any constitutional modification require the president's 
accord. 


Prime Minister Edouard Balladur’s decrsion was taken 
after the Constitutional Council on August 14 threw out 
key clauses of Interior Minister Charles Pasqua’s asylum 
bill aimed at tighter immigration controls. 


But Pasqua himseif said on Tuesday: “If we can avoid a 
referendum, let's avoid it.” 


Under his bil), people who had asked for and been 
refused asylum in one of the European Community 
states which has signed the Schengen agreement would 
not be allowed to ask for asylum in France. 


This was in accordance with the Schengen agreement which 
basically allows for the free movement of people across the 
borders of the signatory states—France, Germany, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Italy, Spain and Portugal— 
but says that each country can make up its own mind where 
asylum seekers are concerned. 


However, the constitutional watchdog said the bill was 
incompatible with the preamble of the 1946 Constitu- 
tion which says that “any person who is persecuted for 
his encouragement of democracy and freedom has the 
right of asylum in the republic.” 


If Mitterrand approves the plan it must then be exam- 
ined and voted on by both houses of the French Parlia- 
ment and then, to be finally adopted, must either be 
voted on by the Congress (both houses together), or by 
referendum. 


Juppe said that “if things remain as they are, the conse- 
quences of the Constitutional Council's decision could be 
absolutely catastrophic” and would lead to “hundreds of 
thousands of asylum seekers piling up on our borders.” 
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Interior Minister on Asylum Law Issues 


LD3108160993 Paris Europe No. 1 Radio in French 
0542 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Interview with Interior Minisier Charles Pasqua by 
Jean-Pierre Elkabbach; place not given—live] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] [Elkabbach] We will now 
mention the most important current political issue. 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur wants time to care- 
fully consider if the Constitution should be amended in 
the light of the asylum law. You aired the idea, this is a 
= dispute which became political, how can we get out 
of this? 


[Pasqua] In my opinion this is neither a legal, nor a 
political dispute, the problem we are facing is a practical 
one. First let's stop using words and fuelling debates 
which do not exist. No one 1s now thinking of reforming 
the asylum law procedure in France, it is enshrined in the 
constitution, the principle is enshrined in the Constitu- 
tion. I want to recall that before we drafted this law, the 
asylum right was only regulated by decrees, we defined 
the conditions. What is questioned today is the misuse of 
the asylum right which must be stopped. 


{Elkabbach] Is it necessary to amend the Constitution 
and thus to dramatize things only on these grounds? 


[Pasqua] No, it is not a question of dramatizing things, 
but the members of the Constitutional Council may have 
insufficiently assessed the consequences of the combina- 
tion of two factors. The first one is that any person 
asking for asylum on the grounds of political persecution 
must be welcome on the territory of the republic. France 
grants asylum to all those who are persecuted politically, 
we agree on that, and we also agree on the fact that they 
must be welcome on the territory of the republic. Mean- 
while we have signed the Schengen convention, what 
does this convention say? It says that any person who 
wants to apply for asylum must do so in the first country 
which he or she enters, if you enter Germany you apply 
in Germany, if you enter Italy, you must apply in Italy. 
The decision reached in these countries is mandatory for 
others, with the exception that if each coun‘ry wishes to 
reconsider an application, national law will continue to 
be enforced. This protects us, for instance, from the 
400,000 asylum seekers in Germany, 380,000 of whom 
wii! see their applications turned down. 


The Constitutional Council went further, since it said that 
even if an application is turned down by a Schengen 
country, when that person seeks asylum according to para- 
graph 4 of the Constitution, that is the preamble of the 
constitution of 1946, if that person says, I am politically 
persecuted, we are compelled to consider this demand even 
if it is proven that this was false in another country, and to 
do so, we must welcome this person on our territory. 
[passage omitted] What | demand is to be given the means 
of carrying the policies wanted by the French. 
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{Elkabbach] So you do not want a referendum? 


[Pasqua] A referendum if it is needed, if we can avoid it, 
let's avoid it, we could refrain from amending the 
constitution provided that we set up internment camps 
on French borders and that any person seeking asylum 
be placed in this camp pending a ruling on his or her 
case. Neither President of the Republic Francois Mitter- 
rand nor Edouard Balladur, | am convinced in the case 
of Edouard Balladur and of Mitterrand, nor myself, nor 
Pierre Mehaignerie, nor Mrs Veil, nor anyone else is 
considering this process. 


[Elkabbach] If a solution, a technical or legal adjustment 
is found, can we avoid the amendment of the Constitu- 
tion or not? 


[Pasqua] There are none, we looked for them and we did 
not find any. We are not seeking an amendment of the 
constitution simply for the pleasure of it. 


[Elkabbach] Have you asked the advice of the Council of 
State? 


[Pasqua] No, we do not need to ask the advice of the 
Council of State in a procedure of amendment of the 
Constitution. The constitutional power belongs jointly to 
the president of the republic, to the government and to 
parliament. But we asked the advice of a number of legal 
experts in the constitutional field. 


{Elkabbach] Mr. Pasqua, is it your real political aim to 
achieve the departure of the president of the republic? 


[Pasqua] Listen, first no one can force the president of 
the republic to leave, this is not our aim, in any case this 
is not my aim. I wish to see this issue to be made less 
alarming and to be solved. 


[Elkabbach] Are you not keen to see an evolution from 
what Alain Duhamel ca‘'ed a polite cohabitation to a 
confrontational co-habitation? 


[Pasqua}] What for? Do you believe that our ambition is 
to embark on boxing contests? [passage omitted] 


Pasqua Considers Referendum ‘If Necessary’ on 
Asylum Issue 

AU3108103393 Paris AFP in English 1004 GMT 

31 Aug 93 


[Text] Paris, Aug 31 (AFP)—Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua called Tuesday [31 August] for French citizens to 
be allowed to decide by a referendum, “if necessary,” 
what policy France should adopt on political asylum. 


Speaking as the government prepared to decide later in the 
week on possible revisions to the constitution concerning 
the right of foreigners to request political asylum, Pasqua 
said: “Give me the means to conduct the policy that the 
French want” by “referendum, if necessary.” 
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France's Constitutional Council rejected key clauses of 
Pasqua’s draft immigration bill, including one on polit- 
ical asylum, two weeks ago. At the time, he charged that 
the watchdog was going against the wishes of the French 
people, who rank immigration as one of their major 
concerns, according to opinion polls. 


Prime Minister Edouard Balladur said last Wednesday 
that the government would take a decision this week on 
a possible amendment to the constitution as regards 
political asylum. 


“If we can avoid (a referendum), let's avoid it,” Pasqua 
said Tuesday, but “there is no” other solution than to 
change the constitution in the wake of the rejection of 
clauses of the proposed law, which Pasqua authored. 


The only condition under which “we might not have to 
reform the constitution,” was “if we set up internment 
camps at French borders and that anyone seeking pollit- 
ical asylum would be kept there while waiting for a 
decision on his fate,” the intenor minister said. 


But he added neither President “Francois Mitterrand, 
nor Edouard Balladur nor myself are considering this 


procedure”. 


In mid-August, when the constitutional watchdog modified 
cight of the draft immigration law's $1 articles, Pasqua 
singled out two refusals as being the most damaging. 


One was for an extension of the period of detention for 
foreigners subject to an expulsion order from seven to 10 
days. The other was to allow asylum seekers already 
turned down by another European country to ask to be 
considered by France. 


Other disallowed clauses would have given mayors the 
power to prevent suspected marriages of convenience 
and barred foreign students from bringing their families 
to France. 


Immigration Issue Threatens Government 


Coha 


PM3108145493 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
28-29 Aug 93 pl 


[Editorial: “Prickly Issue"’] 


[Text] There is one week to decide the future of a 
peaceful cohabitation. This is the period for consider- 
ation requested by Francois Mitterrand before giving his 
verdict on the revision of the Constitution. Either the 
head of state bows to the will of the parliamentary 
majority or there will very probably be confrontation. 


By vetoing eight articles of the Pasqua law on immigra- 
tion, the Constitutional Council has created a situation 
of conflict. In political terms, the aim is to find out 
whether the new majority can allow another power 
center to prevent it from implementing an essential 
aspect of the program on which it was elected. Does the 
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will of the judges prevail over that of the voters? The 
question is being asked all the more forcefully because 
the decisions of the Constitutional Council make the 
Schengen agreements impossible to implement. To break 
the deadlock, Charles Pasqua, supported by Edouard 
Balladur and the whole majority, 1s demanding the 
revision of the Constitution to bring it into harmony 
with the the laws of the EEC. 


According to article 89 of the Constitution, the initiative 
to revise the Constitution rests with the president of the 
republic on the prime minister's suggestion, and also 
with the members of parliament. The draft must be 
adopted in identical terms by the two assemblies and 
then submitted to a referendum. This normal procedure 
does not require the head of state's agreement, but it has 
never really been used. For the 28 October 1962 refer- 
endum, General de Gaulle did not secure a vote by the 
two houses of parliament. Subsequent changes were 
made without recourse to a referendum but with the 
agreement of the incumbent president of the republic 
who alone can convene a congress of the two houses of 
parliament. This is the rapid procedure (article 89-3). 


Francois Mitterrand faces a crucial choice. Can he, 
without losing face, snub his friend Robert Badinter and 
repudiate his ideological choices by helping Charles 
Pasqua” But at a time when Edouard Balladur 1s further 
consolidating his position in the opinion polls and when 
the Socialists are reduced to an insignificant role, the 
head of state would have more to lose than to gain by 
turning the government down. 


Edouard Balladur could have done without this prickly 
issue. His handling of cohabitation is too successful for 
him to lightly envisage a serious conflict with the Elysee. 
But he also knows that some members of his majority, 
and important members at that, would not tolerate him 
giving way on the immigration problem. This ts the 
significance of the support which Jacques Chirac 1s 
giving to Charles Pasqua. 


FRANCE 19 


Cohabitation will certainly continue to be a difficult 
exercise until the presidential election. The prime min- 
ister is the first to be aware of this. To those who criticize 
him for steering his ship unaided, he replies that he can 
give orders when necessary. He has the public's confi- 
dence in order to remove any obstacles on his path. 


I BNP T 
Pritt Poa 


AU3108181893 Paris AFP in English 1540 GMT 31 
Aug 93 


[Text] Paris, Aug 31 (AFP)}—Major French bank BNP 
(Banque Nationale de Paris) will start off a new round of 
privatizations within a few weeks, Economics Minister 
Edmond Alphandery announced on Tuesday [31 
August] in installing the Privatization Commission. 


There was some question as to whether the third-biggest 
French bank (behind Credit Agricole and Credit Lyon- 
nais) or chemical group Rhone-Poulenc would be the 
first on the list of 21 government-owned groups or 
companies that the government wants to transfer to the 
private sector. 


Alphandery said the government has opted for BNP as 
“a symbol”, as the bank 1s closer to the public than the 
industrial group, even though the latter has made great 
efforts to make itself better known, especially via sports 
sponsoring. 


Observers noted that choosing BNP means the govern- 
ment is sure to enjoy great public interest, which it wants 
to have for the first candidate to stimulate interest in 
later privatizations. 


Alphandery gave no indication on the value of the big 
bank and on the price at which its shares will be sold. 
The state holds 72.9 percent of the capital directly, and 
90 percent of the voting rights. On the basis of the 
567-franc price on the Bourse on Monday, the govern- 
ment holding in the bank would be estimated at around 
29 billion francs 


But the minister said the Bourse price would not be the 
only valuation criterion. The Privatization Commission 
will make an initial price estimate, and the minister will 
then set the final price. 
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Government Cuts Back Public Spending To 
Reduce Deficit 


BR3108152193 Madrid ABC in Spanish 31 Aug 93 p 33 


[Article by Y. Gomez and S. Alcelay: “Government Will 
Save Only 300,000 Million Pesetas in 1994 With Plan 
To Reduce Pensions and Wages—Both Measures 
Account for | Percent of Forecast Spending™] 


[Text] The government has planned to save almost 
300,000 million pesetas next year by freezing the wages 
of public employees and reducing pension increases. 
This figure barely accounts for 1 percent of total 
spending by all the public authorities put together, which 
will exceed 29 trillion pesetas. The measures are to 
supplement those already adopted to sic ¥ down the 
spiralling budget deficit, and include the recent increase 
in gasoline tax, which will bring in extra revenue 
amounting to some 40,000 million pesetas this year. 


The need to reduce the budget deficit, which, according 
to figures from the Ministry of the Economy and 
Finance, will more than double this year with respect to 
the government's original forecasts of more than 3.4 
tnillion pesetas, has led the government to look into ways 


of reducing public spending. 


According to experts, by freezing the wages of public 
officials and employees, the government will be able to 
save some 200,000 million pesetas. According to the big 
numbers bandied about by the Ministry of the Economy 
and Finance for the upcoming fiscal year, in 1994 the 
public authorities will earmark 7.4 trillion pesetas, or 2 
percent more than this year, to “paying employees.” 
Bearing in mind that this increase is being produced by 
a wage freeze, if the pay of public officials and employees 
grew at the same rate as the forecast rate of inflation—3 
percent—then almost 200,000 million pesetas more 
would have had to be earmarked for this item. 


Another of the measures which the government plans to 
apply to slow down the skyrocketing public deficit is to 
increase pensions in accordance with the forecast infla- 
tion rate for 1994, instead of applying the accumulated 
inflation between November 1992 and November 1993. 
In practice this will entail revaluing pensions at 3 percent 
instead of 4.5 or 5 percent, meaning that the government 
should save almost two percentage points. 


Thus, according to these data, and taking as a hypothesis the 
fact that the number of pensioners will not vary, if the 
government were to maintain its current policy, next year it 
would have to earmark 5.5 trillion pesetas to paying these 
benefits, i.¢c., 5 percent more than in 1993. If pensions were 
to increase 3 percent, then paying the pensions would cost 
5.4 trillion pesetas. The savings, however, is in the neigh- 
borhood of 100,000 million pesetas. 


The calculation made by the PSOE [Spanish Socialist 
Workers Party] brings this figure down slightly to 90,000 
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million pesetas, according to Francisco Fernandez 
Marugan, the PSOE official in charge of economic 
affairs. 

These measures are supplements to those already incor- 
porated in the budget deficit containment plan, which 
the government has already started up with the approval 
on 4 August of a decree on urgent budgetary measures. 
These measures include a drop in public spending of 
100,000 million pesetas and a five-peseta increase in the 
special gasoline tax, with a three-peseta increase frv 
diesel fuel. With this increase, to which will be applied 
VAT at 15 percent, the government is hoping to bring in 
some 40,000 million pesetas. 


In any case, there will be scant reduction in the budget 
deficit because of these measures. The adjustment of 
some 150,000 million pesetas made in 1993 accounts for 
around 0.5 percent of total spending, which this year will 
exceed 25.5 trillion pesetas. Compared to the deficit 
forecast for the end of the fiscal year, and in accordance 
with the latest estimates from the Ministry of the 
Economy and Finance, the savings will represent 
approximately 4 percent. 


As regards the measures planned for 1994—..¢., the 
smaller rise in pensions together with the freeze on 
public wages—the savings of 300,000 million pesetas 
accounts for around | percent of total forecast spending. 


— Proposes 3-Year Agreement oa Income 
ax 

BR3108142193 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 31 Aug 93 
pi3 


[Article by Sebastian Tobarra: “Ministry of the Economy 
Proposes Three-Year Agreement on Income Taxr— 
Government Estimates That Autonomous Communities 
Will Receive Half Billion Pesetas per Year") 


[Text] The plan for transferring 15 percent of personal 
income tax receipts to the autonomous communities will 
be applied over a three-year pernod—from 1994 to 
1996—instead of the five years originally planned. The 
government has opted to urgently settle the agreement 
on fiscal coresponsibility. It is, howes 21, retaining the 
broad outlines of the agreement already in force that was 
reached in January |992 with the autonomous commu- 
nities. This agreernent is to last five years. The transfer of 
a portion of personal income tax receipts will be added 
to the agreement for a three-year period. The Ministry of 
the Economy will propose that the transfer of 15 percent 
of receipts be made on top of the net tax, which is 
equivalent to some half a billion pecetas. 


The transfer will go hand in hand with a “guarantee 
clause so that nobody receives less than they are cur- 
rently receiving,” said Secretary of State for Finance 
Enrique Martinez Robles to EL PAIS. The ministry has 
written off the extra two years and is aiming to get the 
transfer made as soon as possible. It wants to sign a 
three-year agreement on personal income tax and a 
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five-year agreement on the other issues regarding the 
financing of the autonomous communities: the calcula- 
tion of community participation in the national income, 
criteria for distributing these funds, the amount of the 
Interterritorial Compensation Fund for maintaining sol- 
idarity, and subsidies for providing free education, 
among other things. 


The Ministry of the Economy concluded the technical 
proposal for a transfer of personal income tax receipts 
which it will set forth tomorrow for the autonomous 
communities. The government is showing a preference 
for transferring 15 percent of the “territonalized™ net 
tax. This assumes that next year the communities will 
receive around half a billion pesetas, according to the 
secretary of state for finance. The method of calculating 
the transfer on the taxable income (gross income minus 
general deductions and social security contributions) was 
rejected because it would present greater technical diffi- 
culties in the calculation process. 


The income tax transfer gives more fiscal autonomy to 
the communities. It lowers their dependence on the 
national government's budget, especially to those with 
higher incomes, but it will “include a clause guarantecing 
that nobody will receive less than what they receive now 
with the current system,” according to Martinez Robies. 
“We are concluding this guarantee clause.” He added 
that “in the future, income from the communities will 
come from two financing blocks: a percentage for its 
participation in the national income, as occurs now, and 
15 percent of the personal income tax receipts from its 
territory.” As far as Martinez Robles is concerned, the 
fears felt by some communities are unfounded. “There 
will not be two different developments, one for income 
derived from taxes and another from personal income 
tax.” Although he believes that the probability that 
imbalances will be created favoring certain autonomous 
communities 1s remote, “reducing the agreement to three 
years lowers the possibility that certamn communities will 
be harmed.” 


Martinez Robles said that there is no justification for the 
fears of communities that have low incomes derived 
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from personal income tax, such as Extre. -dura and the 
Canary Islands, that their situation will worsen if the 
income from the national government budget grows less 
than the income derived from personal income tax. 
“Income derived from personal income tax will no 
longer be received from the national budget,” he added. 


The round of negotiations between the Ministry of the 
©conomy and the autonomous regions will open 
tomorrow. Asturias and Andalusia will be the first auton- 
omous communities to visit the Ministry. On Thursday, 
it will be the turn of Aragon, Catalonia, and Castilla La 
Mancha, while Madnd, Galicia, and the Balearic Islands 
will come on Friday. No other communities have been 
mentioned so far. Finally, the fiscal and financial policy 
council—in which the national government and the 
autonomous communities are represented—will meet 
around 23 September to approve the new system. 


According to Antom Castells, a member of parliament 
for the PSC {Socialist Party uf Catalonia] and one of the 
people who has worked the hardest on the personal 
mcome tax receipts transfer plan, provisions have 
already been made in Article 15 of the LOFCA [Organic 
Law on Financing the Autonomous Communities] for 
the distribution of additional funds in the event of any 
unforeseen inequality 


Government Welcomes PLO-Israel Agreement 


LD3108165993 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1300 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] The Spanish Government has assessed very pos- 
itively the agreement reached by the Israclis and Pales- 
tinians to give autonomy to the enclaves of Jencho and 
Gaza, and regards it as a very important step, if not the 
most significant since the opening in Madnd of the 
Middle East peace conference 


Spain, which ts awaiting the definitive signing of the 
agreement—scheduled for this evening in Washington— 
considers that the first job now is to give practical 
substance to the agreement in principle reached between 
the Government of Israel and the Palestine Liberation 


Organization. 
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Denmark 


* Folketing Debate on Bosnia Policy Viewed 
93EN0770C Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 17 Aug 93 p 7 


[Article by Erik Bjorn Moller: “Majority in Favor of 
Increasing Danish Effort”’—first paragraph is BER- 
LINGSKE TIDENDE introduction} 


[Text] The Liberals and Conservatives formed a united 
front with the government when the Folketing discussed 
increasing the Danish effort in Bosnia yesterday. SF 
[Socialist People’s Party] feared that “the bloody trail 
will become even bloodier.” 


At 1300 hours today a large Folketing majority will reach 
a hisionc decision in the joint chamber concerning 
increasing Danish involvement in the civil war in Bosnia 
to the point where Danish soldiers could be sent directly 
mto combat. 


Only SF and the Progress Party will vote against it. This 
was apparent from the three-hour special debate im the 


Folketing yesterday before the government's proposed 
resolution was sent to committee for a nocturnal debate. 


The gravity of the issue for countless thousands in Bosma 
clearly influenced the debate, which was conducted in a 
disciplined and undramatic manner. Nerther the Liberals 
nor the Conservatives wanted to “pursue party politics” on 
the issue, but instead—and very unusually—backed the 
government 100 percent. However none of the six parties 
that will vote in favor of the proposal concealed the fact that 
it «8s a hard decision to make. 


The Liberal spokesman, party chairman Uffe Elicmann- 
Jensen, emphasized that “it is not an easy decision to 
move from peacekeeping and humanitanan efforts to a 
direct military involwement.” 

Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen (Radical Lib- 
eral) made it clear that a solution to the war in Bosnia 
can only be found at the negotuating table. Otherwise 
peace can never be maintained, he said. 


“Two things may make it necessary to implement lim- 
ited military air operations anyway. First, we cannot 
close our cyes to the humanitarian catastrophe that 
threatens Bosnia now that winter 1s approaching. 
Second, the Serbs have gone back on their word so many 
times that the international community simply finds 
itself in a situation where military steps must now be 
considered. The credibility of the United Nations is at 
stake,” the foreign minister said. 


Civil War 


On the other hand, SF foreign policy spokesman Gert 
Petersen attacked the government for “not speaking 


plainly © 
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“This 1s a direct intervention in the course of the war. In 
all probability bombings will lead to more ground 
combat and the bloody trail will become even bloodier,” 
Petersen said. 


He also called the picture of the Serbs as the ruthless 
— led” 


Kirsten Madsen, the Proeress Pasiy'’s foreign policy 
spokesperson, said that now the foundation stone had 
been laid for World War Ill, while the party's defense 
spokesperson, Annette Just, explained the difference 
between the Kuwait war and the war in Bosnia by saying 
that the latter is a civil war in which Danish soldiers have 
no reason to be involved. 


“It 1s impossible to tell whether the people on one side of 
a street or the other are the aggressors,” she said. 


Social Democratic defense spokesman Ove Fich asserted 
that “Denmark will not be a party to a war.” “The reason 
why the Constitution 1s being applied anyway 1s that we 
intend to protect the inhabitants—with military force, if 
necessary,” Fich said. 


Only SF members supported a Progress Party proposal 
to halt the “forced deployment of soldiers to areas 
outside of NATO.” 


* Leader of Anti-EC Movement Behind New Party 


VIENO8OIC Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in 
Danish 16 Aug 93 p § 


[Article by Michael Byerre: “New Party Coming” | 


[Text] Yesterday, at a conference at the Kongsholm 
Center in Albertsiund, the founding of a new grassroots 
party that would run candidates in the next Folketing 
election got a bi\ closer. 


The conference's point of departure was “the democratic 
dilemma that one-third of the Danish people do not have 
any political representation for their opposition to the 
{EC} union.” 


But those 200 people present also mentioned as main 
issues doing away with high unemployment, a viable 
environment, and more economic and social equality. 


At the meeting working groups were sect up thai will do 
more work on a proper party program 


Among those behind the founding of the new party are 
several leading figures from the June Movement, 
including Niels |. Meyer. 


“] am convinced that we must work against party politics 
because grassroots work is not accorded enough respect 
at the Christiansborg 


“And the union referendum in particular has been the 
straw that's broken the camel's back,” Meyer said 





FBIS-WEL-93-168 
1 September 1993 


* Ruling Coalition Divided on Tax Policy 


93ENO770E Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 19 Aug 93 p 9 


[Article by Ole Krohn: “Internal Government Disagree- 
ment on Lower Taxes”—first paragraph is DET FRI 
AKTUELT introduction] 


[Text] Former Tax Minister Kar! Hjortnaes thinks the 
money from a prospective increase in the gasoline tax 
should be used for things like hiring more home help 
aides—instead of easing the 6-percent tax. 


The government parties are in open conflict over what 
an increase in gasoline taxes to the German level should 
be used for. The Federal Republic of Germany is 
wxpected to approve a record 70-ore jump in the gasoline 
tax shortly. A corresponding Danish gasoline tax hike 
would produce a revenue of 1.6 billion kroner. 


Former Tax Minister Karl Hyortnaes is prepared to raise 
the gasoline tax to the German level but turns thumbs- 
down when it comes to the government's deliberations 
on casing the 6-percent tax by another | percent in 1994, 
as DET FRI AKTUELT reported yesterday. 


“Revenues from rarsing the gasoline tax should be used 
to hire more home help aides and establish more job 
training slots,” said Hyortnaes. 


Alternatively he suggested that the revenue covid be used 
to reduce the value-added tax on selected items. 


“There is a possibility of reducing the value-added tax on 
selected everyday items that are used especially by 
low-income groups and the elderly. | will urge the tax 
minister to figure out what it would cost to lower the 
value-added tax on milk and bread,” Hyortnaes said. He 
is a member of the Folketing Tax Committee and the 
Social Democratic Party's internal tax committee. 


Refund for Car Owners 


While Hjortnaes is highly critical of casing the 6-percent 
tax, Radical Liberal tax policy spokesperson Elisabeth 
Arnold is considerably more positive. 


“The tax and fee system should be correlated. If we 
collect more money it should be used to case direct taxes. 
This might well involve casing the 6-percent tax,” 
Arnold said. 


CD [Center Democratic Party] group chairman Bente 
Juncker said the revenue from a prospective increase in 
the gasoline tax should be returned to car owners. 


“It should benefit car owners—cither by reducing the 
registration fee or by easing conditions in other ways,” 
Juncker said. 
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Finland 


* Ahtisaari Maintains Lead in President Race 


93ENO0771A Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 17 Aug 93 p 8 


{Unattributed article: “Ilaskivi and Vayrynen Even”) 


[Text] (FNB)}—The Social Democratic Party's presiden- 
tual candidate, Under Secretary of State Martti Ahtisaari, 
would be elected president by a clear majority if the 
presidential election were held today. That 1s shown by 
an opinion poll conducted by Finnish Gallup for Com- 
mercial TV's news department. 


According to the Gallup poll, Ahtisaari would receive 36 
percent of the vote in the first round of balloting The 
Conservative Party's presidential candidate, Raimo Ilas- 
kivi, would get |! percent cf the votes cast, and Center 
Party candidate Paavo Vayrynen would get 10 percent. The 

ts were given a chonce of nine candidates in all. 
According to the poll, the SFP [Swedish People’s Party] 
candidate, Elisabeth Rehn, 1s supported by 7 percent, and 
Eva Kuuskoski, who was nominated by a citizens group, has 
the support of 3 percent of those polled. 


Neat in order of popularity are Keyo Korhonen, Sulo 
Aittomiemi, Pertti: Virtanen, Clacs Andersson, Toimi 
Kankaanniemi, and Pekka Tiainen. 


If the margin of statistical error is taken into account, 
llaskivi and Vayrynen both have the same level of support. 


In the second round of balloting, Ahtisaari would be 
supported by 59 percent if Ilaskivi were his opponent. 
The challenger would have to be content with 22 percent 
of the vote. Eight percent would abstain from voting, and 
11 percent are unable to say how they would vote. 


In that situation, 7 percent of the Social Democratic 
Party's supporters said they would vote for Iaskivi, 
while 29 percent of the Conservative Party's supporters 
would back Ahtisaari. 


If, on the other hand, Ahtisaari’s opponent in the sccond 
round were Vayrynen, Ahtisaari's support would rise to 
67 percent, while Vayrynen would get 19 percent of the 
vote. Six percent would not vote at all, and 8 percent 
have not decided how they would vote. 


In that situation, only 3 percent of the Social Democratic 
Party's supporters would vote for Vayrynen, while 29 per- 
cent of the Center Party's supporters would back Ahtisaari. 


The poll was conducted by telephone between 10 and 12 
August. In all, 1,002 registered voters were asked about 
their views. 
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* Poll: Ilaskivi Would Handle Economy Best 


93EN0763B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 27 Jul 93 p 8 


{[Unauributed article: “ILTALEHTI Poll: Haskivi 
Knows Most About Economy™]} 


[Teat] A plurality of voters, when comparing economic 
platforms of presidential candidates, felt that Raimo 
llaskivi of the KOK (Conservative Party) has the most 
expert-like positions. One voter in three is in favor of 
Ilaskivi’s program for economic recovery. 


Thirty-six percent of respondents feel that Ilaskivi is the 
most knowledgeable about the economy. Center Party 
candidate Paavo Vayrynen’s economic platform is 
favored by 19 percent while that of SDP (Social Demo- 
cratic Party) candidate Martti Ahtisaari is favored by 18 
percent of respondents. 


Ilaskivi received the confidence nod from voters of other 
parties besides the KOK. He was the economic issue 
favorite of 63 percent of KOK voters, 32 percent of SDP 
voters, 30 pervent of Left Alliance voters, and 33 percent 
of Greens voters. 


If the poll question on economic issues is restricted to 
involve a specific scenario, then Ahtisaari gets the 


highest support. 


This restricted scenario question reads: Which of the 
presidential candidates could best maintain control if 
Finland’s credit eligibility abroad would collapse, and 
the cabinet would meet in an emergency session to 
consider the declaration of rule by crisis statutes. Under 
these conditions 40 percent gave the nod to Ahtisaari, 23 
percent to Ilaskivi, and 16 percent to Vayrynen. 


Only one other candidate approaches the economic 
confidence level attained by these candidates from the 
three major parties. This candidate is Eeva Kuuskosk:, 
who is running as an Independent. 


The poll was conducted by Taloustutkimus, Inc., in late 
June and early July. The pollsters personally interviewed 
972 Finns. 


* Microcomputer Order From UK Ministry 


93EN0774F Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 12 Aug 93 p 10 


[Unattributed article: “Big Order for ICL”) 


[Text] (FNB)}—The ICL Data Corporation is going to 
deliver just under 200 million markkas worth of com- 
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puters to Great Britain's Ministry of Trade and Industry. 
The order calls for just over 6,000 microcomputers and 
UNIX computers. 


The microcomputers are being manufactured at the 
ICL’s plants in Kilo and Lojo. 


Manager Jukka Norokorpi said on Wednesday [11 
August] that deliveries would be spread over the next 
three years. 


Sweden 


Bilt, Czech Premier Klaus See ‘Identity of Views’ 


LD3008135293 Prague CTK in English 1238 GMT 
30 Aug 93 


[Text] Stockholm, August 30 (CTK)}—An almost com- 
piete identity of views on all discussed questions was 
noted by the Czech and Swedish premiers, Vaclav Klaus 
and Carl Bildt, after their meeting today. We have 
discovered no obvious problems in bilateral relations, 
Klaus said. In concrete details we are solving different 
problems, but the fundamental philosophy of approach 
(to the problems) is identical, Bildt said. 


He pointed out that the Czech Republic has been under- 
going the quickest, the most radical, comprehensive and 
consistent economic and social reform of all post- 
communist countries, while it succeeds in maintaining a 
remarkable degree of political and social stability. The 
Czech Republic has been returning quickly to European 
institutions into which it belongs and should have always 
belonged. Because Sweden is also living through an 
extensive transformation, Czech experiences in some 
areas serve it as an example, Bildt pointed out. 


Klaus, who arrived for a three-day visit to Sweden on 
Sunday, said that the Czech Republic has been following 
attentively Sweden's preparations for joining the Euro- 
pean Community because it also wants to become a 
member of the institution as soon as possible. 


In reply to a Swedish journalist's question, Klaus 
admitted certain disappointment over the difference 
between the West's political support for Czech reforms 
and the real assistance offered to it in the process of 
economic transformation. This is understandable to a 
certain degree given the present internal problems faced 
by West European countries, but I would expect politi- 
cians to display more courage in the implementation of 
their promises, Klaus stressed. 


He said the Czech Republic was going to place greater 
emphasis on development of relations with countries 
such as Sweden, which are similar to it in terms of area, 
economic structure and political orientation. 
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Kliridhis Paper on Ways To Approach ‘Cyprus 
Problem’ 


NC3008120893 Nicosia CYPRUS NEWS AGENCY in 
English 1016 GMT 30 Aug 93 


[Text] Nicosia, Aug 30 (CNA)}—President Glavkos Klir- 
idhis submitted Friday [as received; Nicosia Cyprus 
Broadcasting Corporation Radio Network in Greek at 
1030 GMT on 30 August reports the document was 
submitted “today.”] a lengthy, top secret document to 
the Greek Cypriot political leadership with suggestions 
on alternative courses of action in the handling of the 
Cyprus problem. 


Government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis told 
reporters after a 60-minute meeting of the National 
Council, the top advisory body on the handling of the 
Cyprus problem, that the party leaders would study the 
document and resume the meeting on Saturday. 


The main document prepared by President Kliridhis 
consists of 12 pages but a number of annexes and legal 
opinions are attached. 


Monday's National Council session was scheduled to last 
for two days, but after a brief introduction into the 
document by Kliridhis and explanations why certain 
parts of it had to remain top secret, the council decided 
to adjourn, Kasoulidhis said. 


The document contained a “series of specific ways of 
action that the National Council will choose from,” he 
said, adding that some of these were “not necessarily 
within the framework of the United Nations. They are 
both within (the framework) and outside.” 


Responding to a question, Kasoulidhis said the docu- 
ment focused mainly “on the tactics that must be fol- 
lowed in light of the Turkish intransigence.” 


The Turkish side has come out publicly against a U.N. 
package of confidence-building measures, prompting 
President Kliridhis to question the possibility of 
achieving progress on the substance of the problem, if no 
movement forward could be achieved on the limited 
field of confidence building. 


Kasoulidhis clarified that ““This document does not lead 
to a change of the (Greek Cypriot) proposals of 1989... I 
don’t think the 1989 proposals have been outdated.” 


In 1989 the Greek Cypriot side submitted to the United 
Nations and the Turkish Cypriot side comprehensive 
proposals for an overall settlement of the Cyprus 


problem. 


The leaders of the four parliamentary parties attending 
the National Council refrained from comments after the 
meeting, saying they would express their views on the 
document on Saturday. 
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Kliridhis, Mitsotakis Urged To Resolve 
Differences 
NC3108122893 Nicosia O AGON in Greek 31 Aug 93 p 3 


[From the Observer's “Opinion” column: “Clarify Rela- 
tions By Laying Cards on the Table”’] 


[Text] We agree relations with Greece should be clari- 
fied. We don’t mean relations should be severed, because 
that would be catastrophic for the Cyprus cause. Differ- 
ences, where these exist, should be bridged and the two 
governments should find a common line. 


Having differences and attempting to cover them is 
nothing more than maintaining them, which is only very 
slightly different from severing ties. It does not lead to 
solutions, but, with mathematical precision, it will 
sooner or later lead to an explosion. 


Maintaining differences will inevitably and naturally 
block the path to the promotion of the national issue. It 
is obvious that without real, honest, and sincere cooper- 
ation between the two governments, the national issue 
has no chance of promotion and solution. 


Obviously, the main differences between Athens and 
Nicosia center on the issues of a pan national conference 
and the dispatch of Greek troops to Cyprus. 


Both governments have very strong views on both issues. 
Athens appears less moved and has categorically stressed 
that “never” is the response to the dispatch of Greek 
troops. But it may consent verbally to the pan national 
conference, without actually acting on it or wishing it to 
be convened. 


Of course, it is our view that the Greek Government's 
positions are wrong. The Cypriot Government's is the 
correct approach. 


But what else do we do? Do we stop there, where one says 
this and the other contradicts it? If we stop there, we 
have done nothing. It is our duty to try to solve our 
differences, find common ground, and speak a common 


language. 


The two governments must talk, present their positions 
clearly and honestly, prove their views with arguments, 
and reach a common approach. 


President Glavkos Kliridhis should go to Athens and see 
Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis. They should 
talk, laying their cards on the table to find ways to an 
honest approach. In a final analysis, each one must 
assume his responsibilities. We do not have time to 
maintain differences or the luxury to quarrel and oppose 
each other. 


The Turks proceed to implement their expansionist 
plans on the basis of a pan national policy. We have no 
pan national policy, because we cannot draw a common 
line on the governmental level. 
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Political Notes From Media: Balkans Issues 
93P20313A 


[Editorial Report] 


U.S. Balkans Policy Discussed 


According to a commentary by Ino Afendouli published 
in the Athens daily | KATHIMERINI on 15 August, 
Greece cannot afford to ignore the current U.S. policy 
toward the Balkans, because it “may be incompatible” 
with Greek interests in the area. As an example, she cites 
the presence of U.S. troops in Macedonia and the 
“apparent intention” to create some sort of U.S. “pro- 
tectorate” there despite Greek objections to Skopje’s use 
of the name “Macedonia” and Greece's suspicions of 
possible Macedonian (“Skopjean”’) claims on its terri- 
tory. Washington’s interest in the Balkans is limited to 
how events in the region affect the balance of power with 
Russia and with its European allies, Afendouli writes. 
This explains the United States’ months-long inaction in 
the Yugoslav crisis, a situation now altered by U.S. 
advocacy of NATO involvement in Bosnia. One expla- 
nation offered by Afendouli for the more active U.S. 
stance is that Islamic countries have pressured the White 
House to act on behalf of Muslims in the region. The 
Clinton Administration's desire to support Bosnian 
Muslims also stems from its belief that an independent 
Muslim state would be a counterweight to both Serbia 
and a “German-influenced” Croatia, Afendouli writes. 


Afendouli views the United States as strengthening its 
influence in the region mainly through NATO, and she 
connects the reported U.S. advocacy of an independent 
Muslim state in Bosnia to Washington's quest for a new 
role for NATO. Afendouli cites a Rand Corporation 
report proposing that NATO intervene wherever democ- 
racy and stability are threatened. She notes that, while 
the Rand Corporation report is not official U.S. policy, it 
is indicative of future developments. She concludes by 
observing that a new, more interventionist Alliance may 
pay less attention to Greece's security concerns and that, 
“to compete with Turkey,” Greece will join NATO 
initiatives that may bring it in conflict with its friends in 
the region. 


Vance Visit, Skopje Issue Discussed 


A commentary by Kostas lordhanidis published in | 
KATHIMERINI on 15 August observes that with the 
planned September trip to Athens of UN mediator Cyrus 
Vance, the Macedonia issue will return to center stage. 
Vance will exert pressure on both Athens and Skopje to 
find a mutually acceptable name for the latter, lord- 
hanidis writes. The governments of the two countries are 
not expected to modify their “radically different” posi- 
tions, however. Iordhanidis cites an unidentified Greek 
official as saying that “it is not possible to invent names, 
especially when the other side is unwilling to change its 
established positions.” He also cites a Greek diplomatic 
source as saying that the resupplying of U.S. troops in 
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Macedonia through Salonica and .w¢ indirect link cre- 
ated between Greece and Macedonia to serve U.S. 
strategic needs are “politically paradoxical.” 


More on Skopje Issue 


A commentary by Yiannis Kartalis published in the 
Athens weekly TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS on 15 August 
discusses the upcoming Vance visit and the effects of a 
delayed settlement in the Skopye/Macedonia name issue. 
Kartalis cites “reliable” information that the Vance 
mission will aim primarily at settling the issue. In his 
view, Vance will fail in this, as Greece and Macedonia 
will not compromise on the name issue before elections 
have taken place in both countries. Elections will prob- 
ably be held in Macedonia in October, Kartalis writes. 
Once the elections are over, Macedonian President Kiro 
Gligorov will have more room to compromise on the 
name issue. In any case, Gligorov knows that “time is 
working for him” since, except for Greece, the term 
“Macedonia” is by now in general use internationally. As 
for Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis, he knows 
that any concession on the name issue will “automati- 
cally” mean the fall of his government and he would 
prefer to leave this “bitter pill” to a successor govern- 
ment, Kartalis writes. However, the delays engineered by 
Greece and Macedonia have failed to take into account 
the wider developments in the Balkans, especially the 
increasing desire in the West, and specifically the United 
States, to settle the issue as soon as possible, Kartalis 
concludes. 


Skopje as Domestic Political Issue 


In an article published on 9 Augusi in the Athens daily 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA, Dora Dailiana cites “prime min- 
isterial circles” as noting that Mitsotakis and close aides 
are studying possible changes in their Skopje policy. The 
objective of the study is to enable Mitsotakis to deflect 
pre-election political attacks and criticism from the 
opposition aimed at his record on this “national issue.” 
According to Dailiana, one result of the study will be to 
target blame for policy failures on former foreign min- 
ister and current leader of the new opposition party 
Political Spring, Andonios Samaras, whose hard-line 
“monomania™ on the name issue at the time when he 
was foreign minister allegedly prevented Muiutsotakis 
from making more reasonable arguments against the use 
of “Macedonia.” Dailiana cites the above-mentioned 
prime ministerial circles as suggesting that Mitsotakis 
will propose creating “Albanian, Greek, Serbian, etc., 
‘cantons’ under the name of ‘New Macedonia™ in the 
next round of negotiations. Miltiadhis F vert, a dissident 
leader in Mitsotakis’s New Democracy (ND) party, 
reportedly agrees with this policy, Dail: na adds. 


Poll on Skopje Name Issue 


According to a report by Yiannis Mavris published in | 
KATHIMERINI on 15 August citing the results of a 
June poll conducted by the MRB HELLAS firm (no 
further information provided), a majority of Greek 
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public opinion rejects recognizing the “government of 
Skopje” if that country’s name includes the word ““Mace- 
donia.” 


Respondents were asked two questions. The first ques- 
tion was, “What kind of an agreement should Greece 
accept on the issue of Skopje’s name if the [UN] Security 
Council decides to recognize it under a name such as 
“New Macedonia’ or ‘Upper Macedonia’ in the context 
of a wider agreement that would include border guaran- 
tees and a friendship treaty between the two countries 
[i.e., Greece and Skopje]?” Replies to this question were 
as follows: 


“Accept this solution to avoid international isolation:” 
11.3 percent. 


“Reject the agreement and refuse to recognize Skopje, 
but not adopt measures liable to upset the international 
community:” 25.7 percent. 


“Reject the agreement and refuse to recognize Skopje, 
simultaneously adopting measures against it such as 
closing the border even at the risk of upsetting the 
international community:” 54.4 percent. 


“Other/Do not know/Did not answer:” 8.7 percent. 


The second question was, “What is the party preference 
of the most ‘conciliatory’ Greeks, who would accept the 
word ‘Macedonia’ in Skopje’s new name?” Replies were 
as follows: 


New Democracy: 14.4 percent of ND members charac- 
teri. -d themselves as conciliatory. 


Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK): 6.7 percent. 


Coalition of the Left for Progress: 25.4 percent. 
Communist Party (KKE): 22.2 percent. 
Undecided: 12.81 percent. 
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Spokesman Warns Armenians Against Creating 
Regional Clash 

TA0109111293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 1 Sep 93 


[Text] Turkey has declared that if the Azerbaijani- 
Armenian dispute turns into a regional clash, the Arme- 
nians will bear the responsibility for this. 


In reply to a question during his weekly news conference, 
Foreign Ministry acting spokesman Ferhat Ataman 
pointed out that the Armenians have expanded their 
attacks toward the Azerbaijani-Iranian border. Ataman 
remarked that the Armenians will pay a heavy price for 
their irresponsible attacks, which totally disregard the 
international community. 


Noting that it has become clear that the Armenians have 
failed to properly assess the situation created by this 
escalation of the war and its possible consequences, 
Ataman continued: From the beginning of the Azerbai- 
jani-Armenian conflict, Turkey has remarked on the 
possibility that the problem can assume a regional char- 
acter and stressed that the Armenians will bear the 
responsibility for the potential conflicts if the clashes 
assume such a dimension. It is clear that the Armenians, 
who for now appear victorious in the war arena, will not 
be able to consolidate these gains. 


Ataman declared that it is the responsibility of all 
regional countries to exert maximum efforts to prevent 
the dispute from turning into a regional clash. The 
spokesman also underlined the need to consider the 
humanitarian problems caused by the attacks. 


Cetin Issues Warning to Iran on Removing PKK 
Militants 


NC3108192393 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 30 Aug 93 
p2l 


[Text] Ankara—Ankara, which has lost its patience on 
the question of the Kurdish Workers Party [PKK] 
attacks, has conveyed an important message to Iran. 
Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin has conveyed a message 
to Iran through the Iranian ambassador in Ankara. He 
openly criticized Iran and urged it to demonstrate its 
effectiveness in the region. Cetin said: “PKK militants 
are present on your territory. They infiltrate into Turkey 
to attack their targets. You should remove them from 
Iran. If you are unable to do so, then allow us to remove 
them from your country.” 


Cetin also urged Iran to adopt a more sensitive approach 
on the question of border security. He said that the PKK 
militants cannot be allowed to move freely in Iran. Cetin 
warned Iran as follows: “PKK militants are present in 
Iran. They infiltrate into Turkey to attack their targets. 
You must remove them. If you say that you ‘are unable 
to do so because of the difficult terrain,’ then let us make 
a joint effort. We are ready to cooperate. If you do not 
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wish to be involved, then allow us to fulfill the duties we 
have to perform. Allow us to enter Iran and remove the 
militants.” 


Editorial Notes PKK Links With Armenia, Iran 


NC3 108084893 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 27 Aug 93 p 3 


[Editorial by Ilnur Cevik: “PKK Links With Armenia 
and Iran More Vital’’} 


[Text] We have again started to observe a trend among 
official circles in Turkey to try to point the finger at Syria 
and northern Iraq for the rise in Kurdish separatist 
terrorism in Turkey. Authorities are once again saying 
because Syria is sheltering the Kurdish separatist mili- 
tants led by Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK), and because the Iraqi Kurds are 
unable to pacify the PKK militants based in their regions 
neighboring Turkey, that there has been an increase in 
the violence in eastern and southeastern Turkey. It is 
true that after the PKK decided to scrap the unilateral 
cease fire it had declared that there has been a serious 
increase in separatist violence. Yet, once again, the 
authorities are making incorrect judgments about the 
causes and sources of the violence. 


It is no secret that the PKK has a presence in Syria and 
that some elements of the Syrian regime are providing 
shelter for them. It is also not wrong to say that PKK 
militants are still based in northern Iraq and are active 
these days. But these are not the real sources of danger. 


Our authorities should not ignore the fact that the PKK 
has started to concentrate its activities in the north- 
eastern provinces of our country. We are seeing a rather 
disturbing trend that 1s aimed at cutting off Turkey's 
access to Azerbaijan. The Armenians, and to a certain 
extent some elements in the Iranian regime that we could 
call “extremists” who are against President Hashemi- 
Rafsanjani, are actively helping the PKK do their dirty 
work inside Turkey. 


It is no secret that PKK militants are being trained and even 
equipped by the Armenians. There is also an Azeri Kurdish 
population in southern Azerbaijan that the PKK has tried to 
cultivate. Kurds in Kars and Igdir provinces have also been 
targeted as recruits for the PKK in their struggle against the 
Turkish state. As a priority, the PKK has to be wiped out in 
these areas. However, we urge our authorities to properly 
distinguish between the PKK and the civilians in these areas 
and not to make the same mistakes that were made in 
southeastern Turkey where the authorities have alienated 
the local population. 


The immediate danger is more in the Northeast than in 
the East or Southeast. We believe Turkey has to turn its 
attention more from Syria and northern Iraq to Armenia 
and Iran. This is where a political decision is needed; we 
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believe the government cannot properly concentrate on 
the issue. Thus, President Suleyman Demirel is the only 
one who can take the lead. 


Foreign Ministry Statement on Azerbaijani 
Referendum 


TA3008 154393 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1450 
GMT 30 Aug 93 


[Text] Ankara Aug 30 (AA}—Turkey on Monday [30 
August] expressed its hope that the referendum results in 
Azerbaijan will be a step towards national unity and the 
freeing of Azeri territories from Armenian invasion. 


A Foreign Ministry statement said participation to the 
referendum was above the predicted 50 percent. 


“Turkey sincerely hopes that the results of the refer- 
endum will be a step towards regaining the needed 
national unity and to concentrate efforts towards saving 
the invaded territories from the Armenian invasion” the 
statement said, adding it is the wish of Turkey as well as 
other countries member to the ‘onference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) that the democrati- 
zation process should continue without any interruption. 


PKK Activity in Northeast Linked With Armenia 


NC3108084293 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 27 Aug 93 pp 1, 11 


[Text] Ankara—As the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party’s (PKK) activity shifts further north in eastern 
Anatolia, attention in Turkey is increasingly focusing on 
the question of whether this organization is getting 
assistance from Armenia. 


While officials in Ankara say they have little doubt the 
PKK is receiving help from various Armenian sources, 
both official and unofficial, they nevertheless indicate 
that there is little knowledge at the present time about 
the scope of this assistance. 


Armenian officials have persistently denied any contacts 
with the PKK let alone giving assistance to this orgavii- 
zation. However, high level representatives of Kurdish 
organizations opposing the PKK have told the 
TURKISH DAILY NEWS [TDN] in the past of contacts 
between the PKK and officials in the Armenian capital 
Yerevan. Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the PKK who 
lives in Syria, was reportedly awarded with honorary 
membership in the Armenian Writers’ Union earlier this 
year. They have also said that Armenia tried to 
encourage the PKK to give up its unilaterally declared 
cease-fire earlier in the year and as an incentive offered 
automatic weapons to the organization at very low cost. 


A senior intelligence official told the TDN on Thursday 
that there was little evidence at the present time to 
corroborate the claim against Armenia that it is sup- 
porting the PKK. 
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However, security officials are said to be concentrating 
on unconfirmed reports that the PKK has camps in 
Armenia. They say the reports claim there are three PKK 
camps between the villages of Okcuoglu and Gul- 
lubudak, near the Turkish border in Armenia's Leni- 
nakan [Akhuryanskiy] province; ove three kilometers 
from the town of Mazdaian; one two kilometers from the 
town of Misis; and one near the town of Colga [towns’ 
names as received]. Security sources also believe that 
PKK militants are using the Zengezor [Zangezur] and 
Markara regions to cross into Iran and Turkey and are 
fighting on behalf of Armenian forces in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, both in return for camps and to gain combat 


experience. 


Local sources claim that Armenian forces of Nagorno- 
Karabakh have been giving military training to the PKK 
militants in Lachin region of Azerbaijan which has been 
under Armenian occupation since last year. 


He said there was little doubt that there was assistance of 
some sort although this had not been quantified as yet 
and suggested that Turkish intelligence sources were only 
now starting to focus serious attention on the Armenia- 
PKK link. Another official said it would be “naive” to 
assume that the Armenians—traditional and bitter ene- 
mies of the Turks—‘“would waste an opportunity to help 
other enemies of the Turks.” Another dimension of a 
possible collaboration with the PKK and the Armenians, 
especially with radical groups like Tashnaktsutyun 
{Armenian Revolutionary Federation] Party and the 
illegal armed organization of ASALA [Armenian Secret 
Army for the Liberation of Armenia] is the blocking of 
the Azerbaijan-Turkey pipeline project to carry Azen 
crude oil to international markets. 


There has been no direct statement by the PKK against 
the project so far despite some implications in the 
pro-Kurdish media about its vulnerability. But some 
government sources believe that some PKK attacks in 
the region in May and June were related to the postpone- 
ment of the field inspections for the final route of the 
pipeline by the international consortium. They particu- 
larly point out the one near Bingol (northwest of Lake 
Van) in which more than 30 unarmed soldiers and five 
civilians were killed on May 24 and which had also 
terminated the PKK’s unilateral cease-fire. 


High ranking government sources also emphasize that 
the recent Armenian offensive against Azeri towns near 
the Iranian border and towards the Georgian border may 
be aimed at blocking the possible routes of that pipeline. 


Considering the above mentioned points, experts say 
that Turkey should focus its attention on the recent 
move in the Northeast which also aimed at gaining 
popularity and support from the Kurdish population 
living there. Kars and Igdir provinces are two important 
areas in the region where both Kurdish and Azeri origin 
people live. Azeris are known for their strong Turkish 
nationalism. Experts say Turkey should not repeat the 
mistakes it has made in the Southeast of the country 
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during the PKK’s nine-year armed campaign for seces- 
sion which has claimed more than 7,000 lives so far. 


They say the security forces should differentiate between 
the Kurdish people and the PKK while carrying out 
operations against the PKK and thus avoid indirectly 
creating popular support for the organization. Mean- 
while, sources close to the Iraqi Kurdish leadership, 
which had agreed to cooperate with Turkey on joint 
protection of the Turkish-Iraqgi border against PKK 
infiltrations, say that the Turkish armed forces, which 
fails to prevent PKK attacks on its border stations, 
should not put too much pressure on them for failing to 
prevent the PKK from attacking Turkey. 


PKK ‘Undertakers’ Bury, Disfugure Dead Militants 
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[Report by Sezai Sengun: “Undertakers In Action in PKK” 


[Text] Ankara—The Kurdish Workers Party [PKK] has 
assigned several members to concealing or disfiguring 
militants killed in action. They have been called “under- 
takers” and instructed to ensure that the security forces 
do not find the remains of PKK militants killed in 
action. The “undertakers” reportedly disfigure the faces 
of their dead colleagues if they cannot bury them. 


The security forces first established there were “under- 
takers” among the PKK militants on 15 August. Field 
radio communication by the PKK militants, which were 
besieged by the security forces, revealed that the PKK 
has adopted a very interesting tactic to prevent its 
militants from leaving the remains of their colleagues 
behind. The field radio communication monitored on 
Gulletepe, near Yuksekova and Semdinli, is as follows: 


[Unidentified militant] We are being attacked by mili- 
tary aircraft. 


[Unidentified commander] Retreat toward Balkaya. 


[Militant] How can we retreat? We have 200 martyrs and 
many wounded. 


[Commander] The rest of you should retreat. 


[Militant] What about our marty, »? 


[Commander] The undertakers will take care of them. 
[Militant] But they have been killed. 


[Commander] Earth on your head (condemnation). 
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Ciller Comments on Government Performance 
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[Text] Tansu Ciller, True Path Party [TPP] leader and 
prime minister, has declared that we cannot make the 
slightest concession on the integrity of the country and 
we cannot give away an inch of its territory. Ciller 
addressed the TPP General Administrative Council on 
the government's performance. 


Explaining that since its establishment, the government 
has primarily safeguarded the integrity and unity of the 
country, Ciller reported that a series of measures were 
adopted to protect the life and property security of the 
population in southeast Anatolia and meet all their 
needs. She noted that changes in personnel and method- 
ology in the security forces were discussed and a decision 
was made to set up special units attached to the Turkish 
Armed Forces as well as to the Interior Ministry. The 
economy of the region will also be enlivened, Ciller said. 


Commenting on the decisions made in this regard and the 
tours conducted in the region, the prime minister declared: 
We will continue to visit the region until all our citizens 
there begin smiling and all their needs have been met. 


Referring to the subject of transforming the state into an 
open book, Ciller stressed that the government is deter- 
mined to establish a correct system and pledged that the 
damage caused over so many years will be reversed. 


The prime minister announced that 137 files concerning 
irregularities during the Motherland Party government 
have been referred to the Public Prosecutor's Office. She 
added: The TPP is determined to make this state an 
open book. Regardless of its nature, every report sub- 
mitted to us is investigated and immediately referred to 
the Public Prosecutor's Office and to the judiciary. We 
will continue to do the same in the future. 


Noting that the necessary legal procedures to ensure an 
honest and operational state will be undertaken in a 
short time, Ciller said that she will also consult the 
political party leaders on this matter. The government 
will raise the level of the country and help it assume its 
leading position, Ciller stated, adding: My party and I 
are determined to exert great efforts to transport Turkey 
into the next century. We are determined, on the one 
hand, to embrace our traditions, our moral values, as 
well as the principles of honesty and openness, to con- 
solidate the economy, and to do whatever is necessary 
without applying election economics; and, on the other 
hand, to explain all this to our people stage by stage and 
undertake our moves together with them. 


The prime minister said that in a short time the government 
achieved very important tasks, tackled many issues, and 
exerted intensive efforts on the subject of privatization. 
Ciller concluded by saying that a series of measures con- 
cerning privatization will soon be announced to the public 
within the framework of openness. 
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